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Abstract

This thesis addresses the dynamics of high-riskitlnosised migration. First, it explores how
new routes develop in relation to policies thaks®ecurtail unauthorised migration. Second,
it analyses how aspiring migrants justify takingtam risks to migrate by negotiating risk
information in relation to their life circumstancesd considering the symbolic value of
specific forms of migration. Finally and, in relati to the previous, the thesis discusses
whether policies that seek to curtail unauthorisegration flows by increasing the likelihood
of migrants’ apprehension and repatriation ardyike be effective.

In order to explore these questions, this thesigept focuses on the specific case of
unauthorised boat migration from West Africa to tBanary Islands, Spain. This route
emerged in the year 2006 in relation to increaseddy control activities along the Strait of
Gibraltar and between Morocco and the Canary Islaimdopening a direct link between Sub-
Saharan Africa and Europe, the new route from \Ké#ta to the Canary Islands provoked a
major change in the dynamics of irregular maritimigration to Spain’s southern borders.
Both the number of sub-Saharan migrants arrivingtren shores of the Canaries and the
length of the itinerary they had followed were wygmdented, and arose much astonishment at
the ostensibly very high risks migrants appeareltingito take in order to reach Europe.
While it has been argued that migrants followinglpas unauthorised migration routes do so
out of misinformation about the risks they faceis tthesis argues that the relationship
between risk information and risk-taking is sigeafintly more complex. Decisions to migrate
through high-risk channels are mediated by factush as aspiring migrants’ options for
socio-economic advancement, the social and morapaability of certain migration forms
and the risks they involve, the religious significa of death, and migrants’ perceptions of
their relative preparedness to, and ability to aanthe risks they may face.

Migration control measures aimed at curtailing uhatised migration, such as risk
awareness campaigns, border patrolling and repatriare likely to be ineffective if they are
based on a simplistic understanding of unauthormeegtation dynamics. Careful design of
border control measures is necessary to ensure dffectiveness in curbing unauthorised
migration flows and upholding their humanitarianncern with protecting the lives of
migrants.
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Pretace

First and foremost, | want to thank my informamsSenegal, for trusting me with their
stories and upholding the reputation of Senegatrsmga’ This thesis would not have been
possible without the many hours of conversation gbared with me. | am grateful to the
inhabitants of Ndiarene for welcoming my preseneé auriosity, especially the wonderful
Gueye family for their great warmth and generositgroviding me with a home in Senedal.

A number of other people provided great assistahweng my fieldwork in Senegal by
explaining the nature of their work in relationuoauthorised migration to the Canary Islands
or sharing their thoughts on it. | am grateful ®rgonnel at the Senegalese Red Cross, the
Spanish Embassy and cooperation offices in Senddahuel Lopez Baumann at the
International Organisation for Migration (IOM), tistudents at the Movement Citoyen, Papa
Demba Fall at the Institut Fondamental de I'Afriqéeire (IFAN), and Dr. Ousmane Sene, at
the West African Research Centre (WARC) for takihg time to meet me. WARC, the
Movement Citoyen and Mame Arame Ndoye additionaldgisted me with the practical
aspects of my research in Senegal.

| am very grateful to have had the opportunity tatevthis MA thesis within the project
Migration-based threat which is part of the larger projed&urope under threatat the
International Peace Research Institute, @BRRIO). These projects investigate the nature of
unconventional sources of insecurity in Europejudinng migration. TheMigration-based
threatsubproject seeks to re-examine the relationshipd®en migration and new perceptions
of insecurity, including security concerns arisimgm unauthorised migration flows across
Europe’s external borders. The opportunity of wgtimy thesis as an integrated component
of projects of wider relevance and reach has pexiche, as a student, with a great learning
experience. Support from tiigration-based threaproject included funding to provide me
with a ten-month student scholarship, a workstatwrPRIO, and partial funding of the
fieldwork in Senegal. This allowed me to work witta most inspiring research environment
and enhance the fieldwork component of my MA prpjen which the latter is largely based.
| have benefited much from being able to developfimyings and reflections within a larger
research group, and it is my hope that this i®oedld in the final results of this thesis.

! Hospitality, in Wolof
% The name of my fieldwork location is fictitiouss & later explained.
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Financial support for this MA project has also coimen the University of Tromsg. | am
very grateful to The Centre for Environment and &epment Studies (SEMUT) and Hakon
Fottland for deciding to support my thesis workaficially. This significantly enhanced the
possibilities of my project. | have also receivaattial funding for my fieldwork from The
Faculty of Social Sciences.

| am grateful to the many people who have helpdtierdevelopment of this thesis project.
First and foremost, | shall thank my supervisorgéa Carling, at PRIO, for great guidance at
all stages of my thesis project. The enthusiastesvision and academic encouragement
with which he has provided me have been extremedpiiing. At the Centre for Peace
Studies (CPS) of the University of Tromsg, | wanthank Percy Oware for his wonderful
assistance during my time as an MA student, and/doy insightful discussions during the
early development of this thesis. PRIO “Migratiaam” members Cindy Horst, Marta B.
Erdal and Mohamed H. Gaas listened to my reflestimnd gave useful suggestions for the
progress of my analysis. To Cindy Horst | am addaily grateful for reading and providing
very valuable feedback on part of this thesis. HBidHaugen and Hanna Gilbert were patient
to listen to my first fieldwork impressions and pisied me with insightful advice. | owe my
gratitude to Ellen Fadnes, Sonja Kittelsen and Niaagslet for the many hours of friendship
and work we have shared at PRIO. Finally, | muanhkhStig Nymo for his endless support
and encouragement, and for the innumerable dismsghat have helped to enhance this
thesis project.
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Glossary

Attaaya— Wolof term for the local tea (drank in the ttamhal Mauritanian style, according to
my dictionary), that people consume all day lomggroups, while conversing. The
process of making and drinking it is long and daddn rounds, and it holds a central
place in socializing.

Ceebujén— Wolof term for the traditional dish consistingaimly of rice (ceebu) and fish
(j&n), and consumed almost daily in coastal areas.

Passeur French term used to refer to a crew memberbafad used for migrant smuggling.

Marabout— Muslim religious leader or spiritual advisor.

Pirogue — French term for the traditional, wooden-builtgdut canoes used by local
fishermen. Pirogues can be found in varying sibes,those used for the journey to
Spain are generally the largest, their length ragndpetween 20 and 23 metres. They
are usually decorated with bright colours and relig inscriptions in Arabic.

Teranga— Wolof term for hospitality. Senegalese people @roud to hail their country as
“the country ofteranga”

Tubaab- Wolof term to designate white people.
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I. Introduction

T his thesis seeks to contribute to a better undedstg of risk-taking in the dynamics of
unauthorised migration. | do this by exploring te&ationship between the development
of new routes, risk perception, and migration canineasures. Based on fieldwork among
aspiring migrants, the analysis focuses espeadlyndividual migration choices with respect
to risk. In order to address the significance ek perception to these choices, | have drawn
upon the risk theory perspective. This can proadennovative approach to analysing high-
risk migration decisions. There are neverthelesstsbmings to the applicability of these
theories to the understanding of migrants’ perspecand filling the gaps requires a more
holistic approach. The analysis in this thesisdfae integrates the role of contextual factors
such as socio-economic opportunities and situatpeeific attitudes to risk-taking.

The analysis specifically addresses the developmienhauthorised boat migration from
West Africa to the Canary Islands, Spain. Thisithpsoject has been structured around three
research questions:

1. How have new routes of irregular maritime mignatdeveloped from West Africa to the
Canary Islands, and how have Spanish and Europghardies responded to these changes?
2. How does awareness of the risks of death ormretffect the decision to attempt the
crossing?

3. Are policies that increase the rates of appraibenand repatriation likely to lead to a
decrease in the number of migration attempts?

Background

Aspiring migrants who cannot fulfil the requirem&md migrate through legal channels often
resort to irregular ones. Irregular migration haangnforms, including entering a country

legally with a permit obtained through illicit mesaor overstaying a legally obtained visa.
Unauthorised migration is one form of irregular raigpn and is characterised by the fact that
it occurs “outside the common, authorised meansnbéring the national territory” (Carling

2007b:5). This includes migrants who avoid auttemti®order crossings or cross them as
stowaways in order to hide from border authoritiggiauthorised border crossings often
entail serious risks for migrants, including deatid return: journeys are frequently carried
out in hazardous conditions that endanger migrasdfety and, if apprehended by border
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authorities, migrants are subject to being repiido their countries of origin. Typically,
unauthorised routes are followed by migrants whonoa afford the price of forged
documents for a safe journey, as is the case wihtime routes to Europe (de Haas 2007,
Monzini 2004).

The high degree of risk to which migrants exposartdelves when following unauthorised
routes begs to question whether migrants are aefatee risks involved and if so, why they
persist in their attempts. In this thesis, | intéacddress such questions by drawing upon the
risk theory perspective. In one of the pioneer wook risk perception, scientist Chauncey
Starr (1969) addressed the question “how safefes esxaough?” in relation to the limits of
popular acceptability of technological risks. Thetaral perspectives on risk acceptability and
risk-benefit analyses are useful for gauging redkirtig in unauthorised migration. Starr’s
phrase can be reversed to question “how unsafasafe enough?” in the minds of aspiring
migrants, that is, what risks and of which magretuslit acceptable to take in order to reach
one’s migration objectives? Appreciating how asgrimigrants rationalise risk-taking in
unauthorised migration requires exploring the megsithey attribute to specific risks. This is
largely mediated by local values and socio-econguuosgsibilities.

Understanding migrants’ attitudes to risk-takingtie context of unauthorised migration
represents a significant component of comprehenttiegdynamics of this migration form.
The dynamics of decision-making in the context ighkrisk migration have been studied in
the context of the US-Mexico border, but they asslexplored in Europe (Carling 2007b;
Cornelius 2001; Cornelius and Salehyan 2007; E$@eles1994; Reyest al. 2002). Studies
of migration dynamics across the US-Mexico bordmrenfound that border control measures
only have a limited, if any, deterrent effect orgnants’ decisions, even though migrants are
aware of the difficulty and danger of unauthoridenlder crossings. Recent research on the
geography of irregular maritime migration routeggests that stronger border control along
Europe’s southern borders is leading migrants ® losger, potentially more dangerous
routes (Carling 2007a, b; Spijkerboer 2007).

Comprehending why individuals undertake perilougration journeys requires a deep
investigation of the local and transnational fasttirat influence migrants’ attitudes to risk-
taking. This includes exploring the role of riskarmation on migrants’ decisions to migrate
through high-risk channels, the contribution ofestlfactors to justifying this decision, and,
ultimately, how migrants minimise existing risks order to increase their chances of
succeeding. While this thesis focuses on boat magradrom West Africa to the Canary
Islands, the analytical structure that it estal@iésbould be useful for further development of a
more general framework for understanding decisi@king in the context of high-risk,
unauthorised migration.
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Pirogue migration

The analysis presented in this thesis focuses aatharised boat migration from West Africa
to the Canary Islands, a Spanish archipelago effcthasts of Morocco and Western Sahara.
Unauthorised boat migration from Africa to Spais@uthern coasts has been important to
European concerns over irregular immigration sitiee early 1990s. Until recently, most
attention focused on crossings across the Stra@ibfaltar from North Africa. In the year
2006 there was a significant shift in attentionbtmat migration from West Africa to the
Canary Islands as a result of the unprecedentedalarthroughout the year, of over 30,000
migrants aboard small boats.

Although boat migrants had earlier arrived to thehgoelago from North Africa, this peak
in arrivals coincided with the emergence of a neemarkably long route from West African
shores. The characteristic vessel used by migtantsver this route is the traditional West
African pirogue, a long, wooden fishing boat detedawith vivid colours. Throughout this
thesis, | use the expression “pirogue migration” aasimplified term for unauthorised
migration aboard small boats from West Africa te tbanary Islands. | moreover speak of
“pirogue migrants” and “pirogue returnees” to referspectively, to migrants who attempt
pirogue migration and those who, for a variety edsons, return to their countries of origin
after the attempt.

Focus on Senegal

In order to explore attitudes to risk-taking amasgiring pirogue migrants | have carried out
three months of fieldwork in Senegal. Senegal wassiclered an appropriate location for
fieldwork for two main reasons. First, almost haflfthe migrants who arrived to the Canary
Islands in 2006 were Senegalese nationals (GodenduZapata Hernanddarthcoming.
Second, Senegal was the country of departure t€#maries for undocumented migrants of
other nationalities (Africa Research Bulletin 200B) consequence, Senegal represented an
appropriate location to meet suitable informanthwiifferent attitudes to pirogue migration,
including aspiring pirogue migrants, pirogue retgs, and other aspiring migrants who want
to migrate by other means than pirogue migration.

Relevance to Peace and Conflict studies

There are at least three aspects of the dynamipsague migration that make it relevant to
the field of peace and conflict studies. Firstefiresents bbocus of convergence of human and
state securitylrregular migration to Europe is increasinglynfiied as a security problem for
receiving states concerned with preserving thenitéeial integrity and socio-cultural order
(Huysmans 2006; Koser 2005; Lohrmann 2000). Atddme time, restrictive approaches to
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the control of unauthorised migration may undermtihe safety of individual migrants

willing to take greater risks to escape situatiafs socioeconomic stagnation. Proper
management of unauthorised migration therefore iresjustrategies that successfully
reconcile state and human security (Grant 2005eK2605; Lohrmann 2000).

Second, pirogue migration is alsglated to positive peace and structural violen&estate
of positive peace requires the absence of bothtausd structural violence (Barash and
Webel 2002). “Structural violence” refers to th@lence built into societal structures and
which “shows up as unequal power and consequemstlyreequal life chances” (Galtung
1969:171). Unauthorised migration in general antbguie migration in particular are
symptomatic of the unequal distribution of wealtid sopportunities created by the chasm
dividing rich and poor, both in migrants’ home sigs and globally. These divisions may
lead to political unrest aratddressing the root causes of pirogue migratidinesefore critical
to preventing greater tragedies (Sandell 2005).

Third, pirogue migration hagepercussions for diplomatic relationships betweeigin,
transit, and destination countries this case between Spain and the European Ui
on the one hand and North and West African couwie the other hand (Lohrmann 2000).
Diplomatic relations between the two have been ecdh as a result of the EU’s interest in
managing the flow of irregular migrants to its dsagcluding the tendency to “externalise”
migration control beyond Europe’s borders (Bettsl &filner 2006; SIDINT 2006). The
nature of these nascent relationships will deteenwhether they serve to foster cooperation
geared to promote positive peace and developmetbuntries of origin or simply to serve
Europe’s interests.

Structure of the thesis

Following the introduction and methodology chaptehe three research questions of this
thesis are addressed in the remaining four chapidrapter 3 analyses the emergence of the
pirogue route in relation to European migrationigoland other flows of unauthorised
migration from Africa to Spain, and the repercussid this new route on migrant dynamics
to the Canary Islands. Chapter 4 and 5 exploreudés to risk-taking in unauthorised
migration addressing contextual and psychologisaleats of risk perception, respectively.
The analysis in these and part of Chapter 6 seekstablish how awareness of the risks of
death and return affect high-risk migration decisioLastly, Chapter 6 draws upon the
analysis of previous chapters to assess attitunldsotder control measures and provide a
policy-oriented discussion of the potential of restve migration control measures to
diminish the number of pirogue migration attempts.



II. Methodology

Throughout this thesis project, | have followed aaldative approach in order to
understand the development of unauthorised migrathannels and the risk
perceptions and decisions of migrants who folloenth Qualitative methods such as semi-
structured interviews provide a useful medium fgplering individual perceptions and were
therefore considered appropriate for exploring mpis on pirogue migration. In this chapter,

| first describe how | have designed and carrietitbis project, then move on to address
methodological issues of fieldwork and finally diss some aspects of the analysis and
writing processes.

Research design

The process of data collection for this thesis gubjhas been based on two periods of
fieldwork and the review of media reports relatedptrogue migration. Understanding the
development and dynamics of the pirogue route ¢oGhnary Islands has also required the
analysis of literature — including policy documemisO reports, and academic writing — on
Spanish and EU policy and practice regarding if@gmigration from North- and West-
African coasts to Spanish territories in recentryea

Media review

Media reports provide access to the observableugwal of unauthorised migration aboard
small boats from North and West Africa to the Carlalands. Journalistic coverage allows to
trace the historical trend in public awarenessaaf] institutional responses to, this irregular
migration route. The analysis of the developmenthef pirogue route that is presented in
Chapter 3 is therefore based on news coverage lyrtbsbugh the Spanish newspag&r
Pais and complemented with information from policy doeents and interview material.

News articles from Senegalese, Spanish and intenatsources covering news related to
irregular migration between West Africa and the &snislands from 1994 to today have
been systematically gathered in a database systérg the Microsoft Access software. The
keyword-organized record of media reports was usedimplify access to documented
irregular migration events and analyses in the medi
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Fieldwork design

The fieldwork component of the thesis project sdrte gain first-hand impressions of
attitudes to risk-taking in the context of irreguhaigration and was undertaken in the Dakar
region in Senegal. During the preparatory phaséhefproject, before the first fieldwork
period, | did background research, collected megp@arts on the topic and on the basis of this
information, planned a preliminary strategy foddigork. During the first fieldwork period,
in September 2007, | was based in central Dakaf@ubsed on gaining first impressions on
the local realities of irregular migration, findirggsuitable field site for the second fieldwork
period, initiating a network of informants, and daocting preliminary interviews. | also
gathered information about actions being undertaketackle this “new” migration, visited
the National Archives for an overview of old medeports on the topic, and attended an
introductory Wolof language course.

Following my first fieldtrip | spent two months @idle the field, when | transcribed the
four pilot interviews and reflected on my initiahpressions. In addition, this two-month
hiatus allowed for further research on background theoretical perspectives that would
provide a relevant framework to analyse the thermaasing through fieldwork. The
opportunity to reflect on my initial fieldwork findgs and contrast these findings with a more
focused theoretical perspective allowed me to etaland re-design my fieldwork approach
and interview guide. | then returned to Senegal doother two months of fieldwork in
December 2007 and January 2008. At this time | heested by a local family in a medium-
size coastal community within the Dakar regionenedd to in this thesis under the fictitious
name of Ndiaréne. This was my main field site far overall fieldwork.

This organisation of time the fieldwork time provedry useful to me as a novice
researcher. While qualitative research is a cootisuearning process, the possibility to go
back for a second, longer fieldwork period aftealaating the first and beginning to theorise
fieldwork impressions allowed me to learn much frotym own experience. At the time of the
second part of my fieldwork, 1 was more confidentldad a better sense of how to go about
finding informants, building rapport, and develapian appropriate interview technique for
appreciating informants’ perceptions of risk iratedn to high-risk migration.

Data-collection during fieldwork

During fieldwork, | conducted semi-structured intews and wrote field notes on observations
and conversations with informants. Qualitative ivitews and participant observation are the
main research tools in qualitative fieldwork. Eamdn provide access to information on the
topic of study that the other would not. For exaenpph an informal conversation about
irregular migration, Senegalese youth might discines issue differently, or they might
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choose not to address certain aspects of the thying a formal, recorded interview with a
researcher.

| used an interview guide (see Appendix 1) to ditke dynamics of interviews and ensure
a relative homogeneity in their content. The pretany interviews and field observations
from my first field trip served to revise the imitinterview guide. The semi-structured nature
of interviews allowed informants to take an impaottaole in determining what topics to
emphasise. | believe this also made them more atable to reflect upon, and share, their
opinions. The duration of the interviews rangednfr@ne to three and a half hours.
Altogether, | conducted a total of 40 interviewshw81 informants, amounting to a total 89.5
hours of interview time.

Observation during fieldwork contributed to my urstanding of local dynamics in
relation to migration in general and pirogue mignmatin particular. Ideally, being a
participant observer would have given me access to richer. ddaticipant observation,
Russell Bernard (2006:344) explains, is not so nauatethod as a strategy for improved data
collection during fieldwork, which includes stayimga community, experiencing the lives of
the people you study, learning their language,béistang rapport, and being able to act in
such a way that your presence does not disturbirfess as usual.” Being a participant
observer and taking part in daily conversations iatelactions without my presence being a
significantly influential factor would have givenemaccess to information presented in a
different way than in an interview. Although | wdssted by a local family in my
interviewees’ community and took part in daily Jifay fieldwork was too short to allow my
presence to become unnoticeable. This was also esueially difficult by the community’s
relatively large size and my being the otipaab (white person) there for most of my stay.
An additional major barrier to participant obserwatwas my lack of proficiency in the local
language, Wolof. This is discussed later in thigpthr.

While not a participant observger se | was able to spend much valuable time with
community members while taking part in daily adtas. Given the ubiquity of my research
topic throughout contemporary Senegalese societyyally anyone had something to
comment on pirogue migration. At the time of myldgork, roughly one and a half years
after the burst in popularity of the phenomenorg tbpic continued to capture many a
headline and to absorb the ambitions and teatimeersations of Senegalese youth. As a
result, it was natural for people to share withthesr opinion, a matter-of-fact explanation of
the issue, or the story of one’s own or an acqaan#’s attempt. People’s openness about the
topic allowed me to gain an understanding of th@adomportance of migration in general
and pirogue migration in particular. It allowed toebecome familiarised with the opinions of
aspiring migrants as well as other young men, tpaients, relatives, friends, or girlfriends,
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and therefore to gain rich insights into the lijgstand preoccupations of young men, and the
importance of societal values and family dynamicthe decision to emigrate.

Understanding the dynamics of irregular boat migrafrom Senegal involves empirical
observation beyond the local. Few, if any, sitemaia sealed off from the outer world,
which, as cultural anthropologists have establishegluires that we appreciate the influence
of the global in understanding the local (cf. MarclR95; Metcalf 2001). In the case of
Senegalese would-be migrants, aspirations are twomeld by transnational connections
between Senegal and countries of the West as madly éocal realities. Emigrant success
stories, immigration policies in destination cougdr international information campaigns
aimed at dissuading irregular migration, emigratielated blogs and the images of “the
West” portrayed by satellite TV channels are elasémat influence individuals’ expectations
of emigration and thus their motivation to emigrabbserving some of these trends from
within as well as outside Senegal, for example ubhothe media database, was helpful in
making sense of emigration at the local level.

In addition to interviews and observation amonginfants, | benefitted from interaction
with local researchers, representatives from siliety groups, the International Organisation
for Migration (IOM), the Red Cross, and Spanisthauties, who were able to inform me of
the nature of some of the collaborative work belnge in relation to pirogue migration.

Interviewee demographics: selection criteria, representativity and variation

Young men, generally between the ages of 20 anav8k selected as the target interviewee
population. The decision to focus on young men made on the basis of their overwhelming
predominance among pirogue migrants arriving onGaeary Islands (Mbow and Tamba
2007). This is not surprising given that, withirn8galese society, it is traditionally men who
take on the role of migrating (Kaplan Marcusan 200%erviewees belonged to one of three
broad groups corresponding to their view on pirogugration at the time of the interview.
Aspiring pirogue migrantsonsider pirogue migration as an option but hasteyat attempted
the journeyPirogue returneesave attempted the journey and returned to Serfied@lving
apprehension by patrols, technical problems ornsonat sea, or repatriatiomspiring
migrantswant to migrate through means other than pirogiggation.

Heterogeneity in the informant sample was soughthen basis of attitude to pirogue
migration, profession, language, and area of reselevithin Ndiaréné. This provided a
varied sample of interviewees, listed in AppendiXV® informant sample is illustrative of,
but does not aspire to represent, the overall ool of pirogue migrants. This is due both

% With a few exceptions, all of my interviewees anfeabitants of Ndiaréne.
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to the sample’s limited size and informants’ orajing in a coastal community. Ndiaréne is
located along the coast in the Cap-Vert peninsnthits population is predominantly Lébou,

who are traditionally fishermen. Most of my informta held Lébou identity as an important
element when it came to evaluating the risk of gue migration, whether or not they

themselves were fishermen. The mere fact of beiélgol seemed to create, for many, a
favourable view of one’s capacity to undergo pimguigration, in opposition to non-Lébou

migrants. The peculiarity of the Lébou relationsiipthe sea means that fieldwork in a
different location within Senegal would probablybaded to variations in the findings.

Accessing the field

Being based in the home community of the majorftyng interviewees and integrating into
community life was key to gaining a better underdiag of the relevance of irregular
migration in young men’s daily lives and aspiraioin addition, it facilitated the task of
finding interviewees and building rapport with theiirhe strategies, or “entry points” one
uses for accessing the field and crafting an infartmetwork influence how the researcher is
subsequently perceived by informants and must finerebe given thorough consideration
beforehand. Anthropologist Russell Bernard bluatllyises the novice researcher: “Don’t try
to wing it, unless you absolutely have to. Ther@athing to be said for ‘getting it on your
own.” Use personal contacts to help you make yaotnyanto a field site” (1988:161). Others
advice caution in relating to personal contacts gaitgkeepers as a way of entering the field,
as, depending on their status within the commumeélgting to them may be facilitative but
also obstructive (Walsh 1998). As an outsider, isneften ignorant of how others view the
contact person or gatekeeper, and therefore haamntlght affect access to informants.

Balancing the benefits of “exploiting” existing entpoints with developing a relatively
diverse informant network was an important parteflearning process during my fieldwork.
Some of the first informants | had access to dunmyg first fieldtrip I met through
organisations such as the Red Cross and the I0Mn@my second fieldtrip and main part
of my fieldwork, | first began to meet informantsraugh the contacts | had established
earlier, including my host family. These initiafenmants in turn put me in touch with other
relevant acquaintances, helping to the developmiesut informant network. This approach to
finding informants is known as “snowballing” (LeCpte and Schensul 1999:55).

Relying only on two entry points would have beetrideental to the heterogeneity of my
pool of informants, not least because of the ingploms of being associated with gatekeepers.
| therefore sought to find additional informantsgdependently of existing networks. Finding
new informants was fairly uncomplicated, given fapularity of my topic among young
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Senegalese men, and the overwhelming simplicitpapgroaching them. At the end of my
fieldwork, my 31 interviewees could be groupedigheunrelated clusters.

Researcher positionality and establishing rapport

The researcher’s identity, behaviour, and attittaléocal norms and informants affect how
people perceive him or her and whether or not ttieyose to be cooperative towards his or
her research. It therefore affects rapport-buildithg process of “developing good personal
relationships with people in the research settihgt tfacilitate access to activities and
information necessary for conducting the study’h@wsulet al. 1999:74). One’s previous
experience and academic background also affectwwewelate to our research and analyse
the information obtained. Reflecting upon the dffefcour identity and previous knowledge
on the overall research process is necessarydio attritical relationship to our own research
outcomes (Etherington 2004). My analytical approsztihe topic of pirogue migration is
influenced by my academic background in social mmublogy and development studies, my
current studies in the field of peace and conffiesearch, my supervisor's disciplinary
affiliation in human geography, and finally theldief migration studies to which the topic of
unauthorised migration belongs. The aspects of erggnal identity that most affected my
interaction with informants were my beingtabaal specifically Spanish, and a young,
unaccompanied female.

Being an outsider has both advantages and disaay@sfor fieldwork (Smyth 2005). First
of all, it might help the researcher get in toudthwhe community if people express curiosity
towards foreigners. Being the ortlybaabin Ndiaréne, people were eager to invite me in for
tea and chatting, which was very helpful in ordenrttegrate in the community and meet
prospective informants. In addition, while culturabances might escape the foreign
researcher, that very foreignness justifies cugo#is Axel Borchgrevink (2003:108) states,
it is often argued that “it is easier to do fieldwan foreign places, as the very foreignness
facilitates the questioning of what local peopl&etdor granted.” | often perceived an
eagerness in informants to explain certain aspeicisecal circumstances or beliefs that |
doubt they would have so emphasised if | had besredalese.

My foreignness also affected what information mtewees chose to share with me and
how they chose to present it. In some cases, mingutsider seemed to give informants a
freedom to talk about their experience with irreguw@migration. Some of my informants said
that they had never told their story as extensitelgnyone as they did to me. One of them
explained that the fact that | was an outsider madweg difference: if he told a friend or
relative what he had lived through, his story cosiidrt circulating around the community,
which he did not want. Other informants, howeverggested they couldot say certain
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things to me. Although it was not always clear \hleetthe obstacle was my foreignness, my
gender, or simply the fact that | was a strangegoinetimes felt that my informants
considered that, as a foreigner, | would not urtdadscertain things. On the topic of spiritual
protection, for example, my curiosity was at tintksmissed with an “it's just an African
thing,” implying that the cultural distance wouldepent me from fully understanding its
significance. Other times, my gender was the batoecommunication. Idrissa (37), for
example, explained, “You are a woman. Well, theeethings, that, me, as a man, | hide from
women. Like the fact of not being married yet. Thatard. Without having children. It's
hard.” As | later discuss, notions of manhood andepare in some cases closely related to
the decision to undertake pirogue migration. It Idotherefore be the case that some
interviewees felt uncomfortable sharing difficuitighat led them to undertake pirogue
migration or discussing their attitude to the risikghis option. This might have been equally
important irrespective of my gender, but in theecaksome, as Idrissa, it was obvious that
my femininity limited how much he was willing toysto me on this topic.

For the outsider researcher, it is crucial to pneseeself and one’s purpose in a clear and
open way that dissipates suspicion and promotasingiand cooperative relationships with
informants (Smyth 2005). As David Walsh (1998:22&rns, if the people under study
“know nothing about research, they are likely toshepicious and wonder if the researcher is
acting as some kind of agent or spy for an outdibely.” Being Spanish, | was often asked
whether | was working for my government in relationthe issue of irregular immigration,
and one informant went as far as to suggest | mgh government spy. People’s initial
suspicion did not entirely surprise me since pigunigrants who arrived to the Canary
Islands were interviewed by authorities in order dollect information to dismantle
organisation at the origin (Frontex 2007). | getigrmade sure to avoid confusion by quickly
introducing myself as a student doing researchrmfgrMA thesis, showed pamphlets of the
research institute where | am based and explaineetevl study. Most people, | believe,
understood my intentions, although some inquiredemboroughly than others about the
motivations and aims of my project. A few peoplgeceed, more or less openly, the
suggestion to be interviewed, although | cannature what the reasons were.

In general, however, it was fairly uncomplicated foe to get in touch with young
Senegalese men eager to migrate to Europe. Moea d¢iftan not, it was young men who
addressed me first, inquiring about my “holidaydarather regularly, whether | was married
— a question generally followed by a statementheirtinterest in having &baab wife.*

* Marrying a European is in fact the simplest stygt® emigrate. The procedure for getting a viseeomarried
is relatively simple, and does away with the comipkes of finding a contract. Of course, some miglnt to
marry atubaabout of personal preference, and not migratory vabions.
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While young men’s interest in approaching me walpfaketo get to know prospective
informants, it also meant | had to be very cleaexplaining the objectives of my visit, so
they would not be mistaken about the possibiliésinteracting with me. Most people
understood my purpose and gave up courtship jokesiight still have been the case,
however, that some informants chose to relate t@amaehelp my fieldwork in the hope that |
could help them migrate to Europe.

Awareness of how casual daily behaviour affectesearcher’s ability to build positive
relations with prospective informants is what Wal§l998) describes as “impression
management.” | had my first lesson on what aspeictay behaviour could influence how
people perceived me, and if they chose to acceppnesence, at the beginning of my second
fieldtrip. In Ndiarene, | went to visit a group ydung men whom | had met during my visits
to the town at the time of my first fieldtrip. Thmeen usually congregate in the same place
chatting, drinking tea, playing scrabble or watchifiv. For a few hours, | sat with them,
joined their conversation, and shared their tealanch. After | had explained that | wanted
to have the opportunity of both meeting them asoag and having more formal (recorded)
individual interviews, one of them, Assane, who mad yet spoken and whom | did not
remember from my former visits, said to me:

You know, | met you when you came here last timelkdid not talk to you. Today | have not
talked to you either, because | wanted to watchaymlisee what kind of person you are. Now | see
that you have come back, you have drunkaitaaya® and you have eaten oceebujérf,so | am
thinking that you are a nice girl, and we shoultph@u with your thesis. | want you to interview
me so that | can explain to you what | know abawigular migration.

| was both pleased and surprised by these remdker a pleasant but also slightly
intimidating afternoon (I was full of insecuritiest the time), it turned out that | had
unknowingly made some important steps in gainingess and trust through conveniently
simple and thoroughly enjoyable actions — drinlkatigayaand eatingeebujénAs Assane’s
words show, it was also important that | had reg¢drfor a second visit, as promised.

During my fieldwork, however, | came to understamat gaining my informants’ trust was
not a simple, linear process. Instead, it seemest tteveloped in waves: some people who
had showed an initial understanding of my intergi@and expressed their willingness to
contribute to my fieldwork later came back to qiues about my motives and the use |
would make of the information gathered. | thoughtatural that after some time they had
reconsidered what they knew about me and whethey thanted to trust me. | again
explained my motives, intentions, and aims, and alale to reassure them. It is possible,

®> Wolof term for the local tea that people consuthday long, in groups, while conversing.
® Wolof term for the traditional dish consisting migi of rice and fish, consumed almost daily in ¢ahareas.
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however, that others who did not voice their conseatirectly to me remained worried about
such issues, and perhaps as a result decided patticipate in my project. Reflecting about
the dynamics of trust between researcher and @sshmade me more aware about my
informants’ concerns and how my behaviour couldriouate to addressing them effectively.

Language as a barrier to observation

Language limitations represent an important obst&zlobservation and interviewing. The
disadvantages of lacking proficiency in the languad the community to be studied are,
however, surprisingly overlooked in methodologidadcussions of fieldwork (Borchgrevink
2003). In Senegal, French is the official languaged in the administration, education, and
all formal forms of written communication. Wolof iee most widely spoken in the country,
even though the Wolof ethnic group only represettsut half of the total population. In
coastal communities in the Cap-Vert peninsula, sagiNdiaréne, the Lébou, closely related
to the Wolof, predominate, and they speak a vamatf Wolof. When | first arrived to
Ndiaréne at the time of my second field trip, | Vvilagnt in French, but knew little more than
a few basic words and expressions in Wolof. Given fact that many people in Ndiarene,
especially men, had a fairly good command of Fremakas able to communicate directly
with most of my informants without intermediariesdato conduct most interviews on my
own. | gradually learnt some more Wolof, which aleal me to hold basic conversations with
informants who did not speak French. In additionth® usefulness of being able to interact
directly with all informants, my efforts to learhe local language were generally appreciated
and probably facilitated rapport-building.

The main advantage of being proficient in the lagguof informants is not so much the
ability to do away with interpreters as it is thaspibility of understanding what people say
each other(Borchgrevink 2003:107). Although my basic knovgedf Wolof was helpful in
establishing relationships with people and intengctin group settings, my lack of
proficiency in the language prevented me from tmibgerving social interaction. Indeed, |
was excluded from understanding conversations wtieseemed inappropriate to ask for
translations of the contents, for example arguméetisveen a young man and an older
relative. This was unfortunate when | could semsg the topic of the discussion was rich in
material related to my research interests, suchamselder's complaining about the
unemployed young man’s inexistent contributiondamily expenses. Being fluent in Wolof
would have enhanced the quality of my observati@ss,it would have allowed me to
understand such conversations.
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Interviewing mn a second language and working with an mterpreter

Interviewing in a language that is common to battenviewee and interviewer but not a
mother tongue for either poses certain challengeseftective communication during
interviews. While most of the interviews | condutt@ French felt rich in content, | often
realised that there were limits to how much, or heell, some of my informants could
express their thoughts in French. Some of them wad)s like: “there are things | cannot
explain in French — if only I could explain thisyou in Wolof, it would be much easier.”

From my side, my command of French, while oftertdvsehan that of my informants, had
limitations that were often obviated during intews, when | could not understand certain
words or expressions. | did not see this as araolestlt gave interviewees the opportunity to
explain the meaning of expressions and concepts] éelieve it contributed to minimising
any discomfort created by the disparity in our ediwnal and socioeconomic backgrounds.
Part of my French limitations originated in thetfdtat some expressions are specific to the
local variations of the language. Living in Ndiaeéallowed me to balance my language
limitations by becoming acquainted with local exgsiens.

Interviews in French were affected by the limitsated by the fact that my informants and
| needed to “meet” at a linguistic middle groundttheither of us mastered. Still, | preferred
to maximise the number of interviews | conductedmmnown, as | believe this allowed for
more direct communication. It also simplified iniew dynamics, as interviewees could
develop a thought for long time intervals withonterruption, something that could not be
done when working with an interpreter.

In the cases of informants who could not at all,oaly very poorly, communicate in
French, | engaged an interpreter to conduct iregrsiin Wolof. The process of finding
someone with an excellent command of both Wolof Brehch, preferably young, and with
considerable and flexible time availability was reatsy. Besides, once | had found three
candidates whose French proficiency | thought gmpaite, | was not able to judge their
Wolof-French translating abilities. In order toeselthe best interpreter, each did a recorded
“test” interview and the translation was then ea#da by a bilingual student in Dakar.

I learned from this experience that language shilésnot the single most important quality
for a good interpreter. The main challenge | entengd in finding an interpreter was making
clear the importance of nuances and the limits dosqgnal interference. The interpreter |
finally hired was the most rigorous about not imithg additional explanations or personal
opinions while translating. This might have beelatesl to the fact that she was also the
candidate with most distance to the topic.

In order to ensure the accuracy of translationsjntgrpreter and | jointly transcribed the
interviews in Wolof. This allowed the interpretay trescue” the information that had,
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inevitably, escaped her during the interviews, gasdle her the opportunity to reconsider
initial translations. Joint transcription addititlgamade it possible to discuss the cultural
meaning of some expressions that did not make rseaose when translated literally. This
learning process allowed me to better understandnfoymants’ accounts during interviews
in French.

Another important consideration of working with imerpreter is howheir identity may
affect the access to informants and informationnmdaArame Ndoye, my interpreter, was at
once an insider and an outsider in relation togtleeip under study: On the one hand, she was
Senegalese, and therefore shared a cultural réeentith informants. On the other hand, she
was a young female student, neither a native nanlaabitant of Ndiarene, and with little
prior knowledge of irregular migration or fishingll of which made her an outsider to my
informants. Her insider position might have madternviewees more comfortable talking
about certain topics they may have otherwise censdll would not understand. This was at
times stressed by interviewees with comments saclyau will understand this, explain this
to Maria.” At the same time, their perception ofriviaArame as an insider could have been a
disadvantage if this meant interviewees gave upaéxpg something themselves because
they assumed she would. Her gender and sociakstabelieve, were of little influence to the
interview dynamics, since both of us are female stadents. Overall, she was rigorous but
also able to interact with interviewees comfortalblyvas reassured when, at the end of her
test interview, the interviewee thanked her for help, then turned to me and said: “Maria,
next time you come visit you have to bring Mamereawith you!”

The power dynamics of knowledge production

Knowledge production in the research setting isiated by the power dynamics inherent to
the process of researching and writing about oth&h® research process is, however,
determined by the quality of the collaboration begw researcher and informant (Thapar-
Bjorkert and Henry 2004). Undoubtedly the researchién a position to decide what he or
she wants to learn about and how the informatidhegad is used. Still, informants largely
determine the process of data collection by degidumether to participate in the research
process, what information to share, and how togmes. They might have specific ideas of,
for example, how they wish to portray themselved #re issue to the researcher, and the
“outer world” to which the researcher connects, at they presume the researcher wants
to hear.

As | have commented on throughout this chapterjviddals decided whether to
contribute to my research on the basis of the mé&tion they had on my project. Some
openly declined the suggestion to be interviewethe@ agreed, but failed to meet up on
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repeated occasions, which, aside from practicadomes | took to signal their reticence to
speak to me about the topic. In many other caseseVver, people who had heard of me and
my project approached me of their own initiative.alddition, the semi-structured nature of
interviews also allowed interviewees to determineaivthey talked about and what they
omitted. While | focused on covering a number afecssues, it was up to the interviewee to
determine whether or not they felt like talking aba specific topic, and to include additional
ones which they considered of relevance to my wstdeding of pirogue migration.

The ethics of asymmetric fieldwork relationships

Even though the research process is a collaboratieerelationships between researcher and
informants are marked by power asymmetries. Dunmygfieldwork, it was clear that many
people, informants and others, saw me as havingthong to offer them by virtue of my
nationality, which implies a certain socioeconomasition. This meant | had to be careful to
continuously manage perceptions about my presuroegeksa to resources (cf. Smyth 2005).
This was especially sensitive with regards to mgjgpeople migrate. On one occasion, my
“host grandmother” told me a number of people hadnbcoming to see her because they
heard a certain Spaniard staying at her housedraé to recruit young men to work in Spain.
In spite of my efforts to be very explicit abouethims of my project and my inability to
assist people to emigrate, it was impossible fortmmesach everyone and control rumours
about my intentions. In addition, even though | Bagised to my informants that | could not
help them migrate, some might have maintained & hiogt if the relationship developed, my
“ability” might change in the future. This hope wasostly expressed by some of my
informants’ families, who often insisted they exigecme to help their son migrate to Europe.
It was challenging to always give a proper explamabf the intricacies of the migration
process during brief encounters with family memparsl | therefore sometimes felt it more
appropriate to give a vague reply and take upgbee seriously with my informant. Dealing
with perceptions of my socioeconomic power anditgbtb assist people to migrate was
complicated and overwhelming. While challengingding the balance between the ethical
and the appropriate is, however, an essential gfaghsuring that the relationship between
researcher and researched is a fair one, baseshlistic expectations.

Researching risk-taking in the context of irregular migration

Researching risk-taking among potential pirogue ramts required talking about “risk.”
Although I initially asked my informants what th#yught thedangersor challengesof this
kind of migration were in order to avoid impositgtrisk label, |1 soon realised that speaking
of pirogue migration in terms of “risks” was commionSenegal. In some cases, however, my
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interlocutors and | attributed different connotasoto the notion of risk. Most of my
informants associated risk with physical harm, lsytwere surprised when | asked whether
they considered apprehension or repatriation abtiee risks of migrating by pirogue. Still,

it is possible to speak of what they considered uhganted consequences of pirogue
migration as risk in the sense of “a compound mmeasiithe probability and magnitude of
adverse effect” (Lowrance 1980:6). The usefulnekghs definition to addressing risk
assessments among aspiring migrants is furthengied in Chapter 3.

Asking about risk-taking

Inquiring about people’s attitude to risk in thentext of pirogue migration was challenging
in terms of finding appropriate ways to frame msfions. This was first of all important so
that my informants would not feel that | was quasing their good judgment. While most
informants understood my interest in such questiarfsw became slightly uncomfortable or
defensive. Whether or not this discomfort made theticent to explain their decision-
making process, noticing it helped me put additidoaus into finding more appropriate
ways of approaching questions about risk judgeme&usondly, it was necessary for me to
present my questions in such a way that those ammnmformants who had attempted the
journey spoke of their attitude to pirogue migratfoom a retrospective standpoint, that is, of
their opinionsbeforegoing. For them, the memory of risk perceptiond prigements prior
to the journey may have been “distorted” by theialcéxperience. Knowing how undergoing
the journey affects attitudes to pirogue migratiequires contrasting views prior to and after
the journey. When interviewees were able to disgagexpectations and experience, the
interview material gained additional richness.

The contextualization of high-risk migration is colex and in the case of my fieldwork
required paying attention to a multiplicity of thesa living conditions at home, family
relationships and responsibilities, societal idelasut emigrating (and staying), ideas of the
European reward, former encounters with risk, atigious meanings of sacrifice and death.
In developing an appropriate interview strategy daderstanding attitudes to risk-taking in
the context of migration, | had planned to inclugeestions about the interviewee’s
background. Still, | was often surprised by theeektto which my informants emphasised
topics not directly related to pirogue migratiorith®ugh | first mistook this as digressions, |
soon began to recognise the presence of very gignifinformation about the role of social
relations and expectations in the decision to uaerhigh-risk migration. Understanding the
importance of those “digressions” helped me andlyse meaning afterwards.
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Listening to stories of perilous migration attempts

Stories of irregular migration, especially undengirous conditions, are often dramatic.
During interviews, some of my informants became ®@omnal while recounting their attempt
to reach the Canary Islands by pirogue, commentedhe difficulty to go through those
memories or recalled the difficult period after aoghback. | did my best to empathise with,
and acknowledge, the difficulties the person haddj and to be a good listener. In many
cases my informants were thankful that | listenedheir story, and some explained that
telling it “helped their memory.” While | was gldadat my interviewees could find comfort in
sharing their stories, | also worried about enguarbalance between being a caring listener
and a researcher. My concern was that my informa&atdd come to identify me as someone
they could talk to about this difficult experien@nd that | would not be able to fulfil their
expectations if they needed me to fill the roladistener later on.

Analysis and writing

Field notes and interviews were transcribed and tlogled using the software NVivo. Coding
facilitates the analysis process, as text fragmardscategorised under multiple keywords, or
“nodes,” that capture analytically useful concepimdes can be “free” or be part of a
hierarchy, or “tree,” of nodes. Conducting queneih different combinations of nodes
allows for a complex analysis of the material, gty the latter into perspective and helping
to discover existing connections. The nodes | hesgzl for coding are listed in Appendix 3.
Researching and writing about unauthorised mignaitosensitive. Sensitive research has
been defined by Sieber and Stanley as that whédreré'tare potential consequences or
implications, either directly for the participantsthe research or for the class of individuals
represented in the research” (as cited in Lee B)98Vriting about irregular migration and
the efforts people make to circumvent border cdsitrequires considering the potential
ethical implications of the knowledge produced. sTimeans assessing and, if necessary,
limiting the extent to which it could pose a deteimh to the collective or personal interests of
informants. | believe none of the information prase in this thesis could compromise their
common aim to migrate to Europe by contributingni@king migration channels more
difficult. In order to protect the personal privaoy my informants, | have taken care to
anonymise their identities and the location of meydivork by using pseudonyms for both.
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III. The emergence of the pirogue route

T his chapter provides an overview of the developnwdnthe unauthorised migration
flow from West Africa to the Canary Islands abogitbgues. Given the relationship
between measures aimed at curbing irregular magraliows and the emergence of new
smuggling strategies, the evolution of the pirogaete must be understood in the wider
context of European efforts to control irregulargration from Africa. These are, in turn,
closely related to the trend whereby migration @polis increasingly framed as a security
problem. After setting the migration policy contéxtwhich pirogue migration has emerged,
the chapter discusses how the existence of thit roas affected the demographics of boat
migration to the Canary Islands, including the oegswhy some migrants have chosen to
follow this specific route. General motivationsaimigrate are discussed in the next chapter.

The migrant threat and the securitisation of migration in Europe

Spanish immigration policy and border control measuare integrated in a European-wide
trend where the issue of migration is increasingtgblematised as a security concern.
Throughout the 1980s, immigration increasingly Ineegresented as dangerous to the public
order and the domestic stability of society (Huysma000). The re-framing of migration as a
security concern coincided with the end of the Caldr, the growth in transnational flows
and, in Europe, the development of the EuropearotJm@ind the Schengen Area. These
transformations have importantly affected sociorecoic and political orders across the
globe, provoking the emergence, in Western sosietié important questions and anxieties
relating to issues of identity, security and wellige(Ceyhan and Tsoukala 2002:21). As a
result, over the past two decades migration in geirbas gone from provoking a general
unease to evoking a feeling of “existential thiediat is, it has been “securitised” (Huysmans
2000, 2006). “Securitisation” refers to the procetse-defining an issue “as an existential
threat requiring emergency measures and justifying astiontside the normal bounds of
political procedure.” (Buzaret al. 1998:23-24). Given that the issue in question mayy
necessarily be a “real” threat, it has been ardghatisecuritisation is led by the interests of a
growing transnational network of security providedsose influence goes hand in hand with
securitisation (Bigo 2002).

The securitisation of migration does not represemiatural reaction to a real threat but
rather a politicised social construction. In Euroffee securitisation of migration has been
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closely related to the European integration prgcedsch has affected how migration is

approached in common policies regarding third agunationals and cross-border mobility,

and the perception of immigration as a securityceom at the level of individual countries.

Overall, migration to Europe is increasingly idéetli as threatening on three levels: internal
security, societal security, and state sovereignty security. These are discussed in turn.

The creation of an “area of freedom” among Schengmmtries provoked the fear that
internal securitywould be undermined as the abolition of interraiders could facilitate the
movement and activities of asylum-seekers and imanig as well as terrorists and other
criminal organisations. The joint discussion ofnegi and irregular migration over the
preservation of internal security has created apliaih connection between the two. This
association has been more or less explicitly resesen EU agreements and treaties since the
Single European Act of 1986 (Koslowski 2001). Depehents in the establishment of the
single market area have therefore required théarei@ment and harmonisation of the control
of common external borders as a compensatory medeurinternal freedom of mobility
(Huysmans 2000; van Munster and Sterkx 2006).

The figure of the immigrant has also come to embadthreat tosocietal securityin
Europe, specifically to cultural identity and thelfare system. Concern over societal security
arose as a result of the renewed state-societifaredaand state boundaries ensuing from the
development of a supra-national European entity Yé/aet al. 1993). Society’s increasing
prominence over the state has put issues of igeamidi migration at the fore of the perceived
threats and vulnerabilities that conform Europew/ security problematique (Buzan 1993:5).
This development is partly fostered by the EU irdéign process. References to a
homogenous European culture and identity provokdasen of immigration as an alien
intrusion disrupting an otherwise harmonious sgdfadamson 2006; Huysmans 2000, 2006;
Shore 2000). Immigration is also seen to endantgemelfare system. Migrants, especially
undocumented ones, are accused of illegitimatelysialy welfare services, appropriating
scarce employment opportunities and challenginguhetional integrity of host societies by
undermining authorities’ control of population dymas (cf. Ceyhan and Tsoukala 2002;
Collinson 2000; Huysmans 2006; Tsoukala 2005). &hascusations contribute to the
depiction of immigration as a threat both natiopalhd at the EU level.

Lastly, irregular migration is considered to undererstate sovereignty and securifjhe
uncontrolled transgression of national bordersoiss@ered to challenge states’ control over
their national boundaries and their regulatory fioms over the national population
(Adamson 2006; Sassen 2004). Especially after 4 @ttacks, smuggling routes are
increasingly regarded as having the potential tilifate the entry of terrorists and other
criminals, and therefore undermining state secufikgser 2005). In 2002, the Spanish
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Interior Ministry released a report where growimgne was attributed mainly to higher rates
of illegal immigration (Alscher 2005).

Implications of the securitisation of migration for European migration policy

Reducing migration to a security problem impliedistegard for the many other perspectives
— humanitarian, economic, social, cultural, paditie- from which it could be understood
(Ceyhan and Tsoukala 2002; Huysmans 2006; LohrnZ8@0; van Munster and Sterkx
2006). It moreover leads to securitised migratiotigees with a strong focus on regulatory
measures, including reinforced policing at bordansl internal controls in host countries
(Ceyhan and Tsoukala 2002; Sassen 2004). Suchgsotice based on the logic that territorial
integrity and security can only be protected frdme tmigration threat” by strengthening
border controls (Koser 2005; Sassen 2004). Givenptiominent symbolic position of the
border as a marker of national identity and stateereignty, authority and power, allowing
illegal border transgressions to go unheeded woumldermine the credibility of the state
(Ceyhan and Tsoukala 2002:25; Collinson 2000). bbeder control measures adopted in
relation to the unprecedented arrival of thousaridsimigrants to the Canary Islands in 2006
were indeed necessary to address Spanish citipegstcupation with immigration following
this sudden inflow of unauthorised migrants (CEARO0Z235-36). Security-oriented
mechanisms of migration control are useful to tixer that they provide immediate
responses to regulate otherwise uncontrolled ptpaldows.

EU migration policy has been harshly criticised fts overriding attention to coercive
migration control, focusing on managing irregulamigration from Africa by fortifying and
militarising the EU-African frontier while largelygnoring the fundamental problems of
sending countries (Baldwin-Edwards 2006; Huysma@802 de Haas 2006a; Lutterbeck
2006; Sandell 2005). Others, however, have argo@dsecuritisation is far from evident in
EU discourse, and that migration is equally represgbas a humanitarian issue (Gammeltoft-
Hansen 2006:2). The predominant security approadtJ policy is allegedly due to the fact
that border control measures are the most “tarigdnd therefore the only ones likely to fit
the decision-making structure at the European Gbohdinisters, where policies must be
approved unanimously (Chou 2006). In any casefabethat large numbers of people are
willing to attempt risky unauthorised entries irfkorope suggests that the issue is not so
much whether or not such flows should be regulateal, but rather which mechanisms are
most appropriate for this task.
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The Europeanisation of Spain and migration control

Immigration to Spain has been strongly influencgdha country’s gradual Europeanisation.
Its transformation into a destination country fagrant workers was a result of the economic
boom of the 1980s, partly fostered by the countmtdusion in the European Community
(EC). Membership to the Schengen group moreovastoaned Spain into African migrants’
gate to Europe (Alscher 2005; Andreas 2000; Araaigd Martin 2005). Spanish migration
policy, especially in regards to irregular migratiohas similarly been marked by the
country’s integration into the European Union ahd Schengen Area. Spain’s first basic
immigration law, theLey de Extranjeriawas drafted in 1985 as a mixed result of pressure
from EC countries prior to its entry to the Comniyrand Spain’s own embracing of its new
European identity and the responsibility to conitelshare of Europe’s common external
border (Arango 2000; Driessen 1996). Immigratiorgidation became increasingly
sophisticated following Spain’s Schengen membershipich required it to adopt a more
security-oriented approach, including the harmdmsaof visa requirements and border
control with those of the other Schengen countiggo 2001). As Henk Driessen (1996:191)
argues, “closing off the borders to the south [vaasintegral part of Europeanising Spain.”

Border control along the Strait of Grbraltar

The cancellation of visa-free travel for Maghrelhigies in 1991 marked the beginning of an
era of dramatic crossing attempts by undocumenteidah migrants trying to reach Spain.
The most visible and dangerous strategy involvedngiting to traverse the very strong
currents of the Strait of Gibraltar aboargatera,a small, open fishing boat (Alscher 2005;
Driessen 1996). Spain began to control its maritoeders in the mid-1990s in response to
pressure from other EU countries concerned by &akwcontribution to the protection of the
common external border (Cornelius 2004:407). Tret fhajor steps involved the deployment
of patrols to guard the Strait of Gibraltar, and ttonstruction of border fences surrounding
Ceuta and Melilla, the two Spanish enclaves in Nadftica. Patrolling is carried out by ships
and helicopters supplied with technologically adweh sensing equipment (Andreas
2000:131). Ceuta and Melilla are now surroundedidyble fences as high as 6 metres, also
equipped with hi-tech detection systems (Alsch€&32D1; Jan and Rodriguez 2005).

In 1999 the Spanish Government announced the ettatdnt of SIVE $istema Integrado
de Vigilancia Exterio), an external surveillance system equipped witlgidistance radars,
and surveillance and infrared cameras. This systewdhesigned to detect the presence of
vessels and coordinate their interception when ssegg. SIVE's stated aims are to protect
the Spanish and European southern border from tdaffgcking and irregular migration, and
to provide humanitarian assistance to victims ahlan smuggling at sea (Guardia Civil nd.).
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Its activities began along the Strait of Gibraltard have gradually extended to cover the
Andalusian coast and the easternmost Canary Isl&pdsn has also signed agreements with
origin and transit countries along smuggling routesrder to facilitate border control and the

readmission of apprehended migrants (Carling 2007a)

The southward shift: a route opens to the Canary Islands

The reinforcement of border control along the $w&iGibraltar led not to the eradication of

irregular migration from Africa to Spain, but toshift in smuggling routes, amongst others
towards the Canary Islands. Some of the maritimgration routes to the archipelago are
shown in Figure 1 (page ix). The parallel growtharrivals to the Canaries and lower
interception rates along the Strait of Gibraltad &euta and Melilla at the end of the 1990s
indicates that increased surveillance along thaitStrrned the archipelago into an alternative
gateway for migrants headed to the EU (Arteaga 2@¥kkar-Lacoste and Fall 2006;

Carling 2007a; Lutterbeck 2006; van Moppes 2006Gk8goer 2007). Figure 2 below shows

the progression in unauthorised arrivals aboardldmoats to the Canary Islands from 1994
to 2007. Since no single source provides a comdgisercount of arrivals throughout this

period, statistics have been collected from mudtiglources. Given the difference in
definitions used by each source, there is ofteatk of consistency in statistical time series.

Registered Migrant arrivals
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Figure 2. Annual registered migrant arrivals to theCanary Islands, 1994-2007.

The changing number and demographics of unautlibnsigrants arriving to the Canary
Islands responds to evolving border control agésiin the region. From the firpaterathat
landed in 1994 until about 1997, few boats arriveatrying Polisario leaders fleeing the
Moroccan authorities. From 1997 onwarg@stera arrivals increased and passengers were
predominantly Moroccans (Carling 2007b). Boats deplfrom Tarfaya in Morocco and
Laayoune in Western Sahara, and navigated to theds of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote,
nearly 100 kilometres away (Cevallos 1999). By 192@eraswere arriving to Fuerteventura
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almost daily, and a year later the majority of pagers were of Sub-Saharan origin (Arango
and Martin 2005; Carling 2007b). The doubling afals to the Canary Islands from 2001 to
2002 has been attributed to a Moroccan crackdowmigmant smuggling along Morocco’s
northern coast in 2001 (Cornelius 2004). Lowervalts during 2004 and 2005 were related to
the establishment of a control station on Fuertewanand the extension of EU maritime
border control operation Ulysses to the Westerra@ahcoast (Sgrensen 2006). Some opted
for shifting patera departures south to Boujdour and Dakhla and angi@IVE detection
around Fuerteventura by navigating to Gran CandgBarbulo 2005). In 2006, an
unprecedented number of unauthorised migrantsearto the Islands, but now aboard a
different type of boat, the pirogue, and to thetemsnost islands. A new route had emerged.

The pirogue route

The year 2006 began with an unprecedented levelignant arrivals to the Canary Islands.
From January to March, 2,430 unauthorised boat anigr arrived to the archipelago
(Pardellas 2006d). The Islands’ migrant-receiviogidtics were quickly overwhelmed and a
sense of crisis arose among public opinion as aglbcal and national authorities. It shortly
became obvious that this sudden increase in thexiof boat migrants corresponded not to
an amplification of thepatera route from Morocco and Western Sahara but ratbethé
emergence of a new route: migrants, overwhelmiwdl$ub-Saharan origin, arrived on the
westernmost islands of the archipelago, and didsard a “new” type of vessel, the West-
African pirogue, reportedly departing as far SocashMauritania. In early 2006, it was found
that pirogues were mainly departing from La Gletathe southernmost point in Western
Sahara, and neighbouring Nouadhibou in Maurita&lfulo 2006Db).

The emergence of a new route to the Canary Islaittisdepartures further south along
the African coast was likely related to enhancedrnBgh-Moroccan cooperation to curb the
flow of paterasfrom Western Sahara to the Canary Islands andydlom borders to Ceuta
and Melilla. In early 2005, Morocco agreed to eaéocontrols along the Western Saharan
coast and later that same year a number of codediressaults of the fences of Ceuta and
Melilla led to the death of over a dozen migramntd ¢he arrest by Moroccan police of many
others, who were subsequently abandoned in thetdeiseout food or water (Carling 20074a;
Pardellas 2005; Spijkerboer 2007).

Moroccan authorities’ tougher stance towards thed@minantly sub-Saharan migrants
attempting to reach Spain from Western Sahara audaCand Melilla allegedly led migrants
to seek new routes outside of Moroccan-controlt@b(Barbulo 2006d). Indeed, some of my
informants said it was preferable to travel throudhuritania, more accepting of black
Africans than other Maghreb countries. Increasingbers of sub-Saharan migrants gathered
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in Mauritania throughout 2005 in the hope to crwsthe Canaries. By March 2006, reports
warned that thousands of sub-Saharan Africans wartng in Nouadhibou. From an initial
12,000, government and NGO estimates of the nurmbenigrants waiting to reach the
archipelago grew within days to a dramatic half lionl (Barbulo 2006d; EFE 2006).
Although Spanish authorities dismissed the laitguiré as “exaggerated,” diplomatic efforts
quickly secured Mauritanian cooperation, allowingaBish patrolling of its coasts before the
end of the same month (Cembrero 2006; El Pais 2@)6March, departure points were
reportedly emerging further south, in Senegal (Bliad 2006a). In the following months
departures became increasingly common from St.d.ouihe north of the country and as far
as the region of Casamance, South of The GambiebBa2006a, c; Rodriguez 2006b;
Sauquillo 2006). The emergence of departures #rsSbuth has been attributed to tighter
patrolling of the Mauritanian coast (Bekkar-Lacostel Fall 2006).

The connection between tipateraand pirogue routes was also present in the mihds o
informants, who often talked about the route asritaexisted for a decade, alluding to others
who had travelled to Spain through Mauritania orrdeo. Idrissa (37), speaking of the
origins of the pirogue route, said, “before, peofd# from Mauritania. They left from
Morocco! From Tangier. After that, it came to Nohdwbu. Then, it came all the way to
Dakar.” Idrissa’s words point to the connectionwen the routes in terms of the effect of
enhanced patrolling in the emergence of new defapaints to the Canaries. Still, it would
be incorrect to say that patrolling simply provolket single smuggling infrastructure to shift
southwards, since the organisation of small boatneys to the archipelago from North and
West Africa does not appear to have been consgdiif.the initial, patrol-induced, southward
shift of thepateraroute along the West Saharan coast may have hachgortant role in
awakening the possibility of organising pirogue aliyres from northern Mauritania.

The explanation provided by my informants about hthwe route first emerged in
Mauritania and gradually shifted south is consisteith this argument. Accounts differ, but
the general storyline tells about Senegalese fisterwho during a fishing expedition in
Mauritanian waters navigated as far as to notieegimmer of distant lights, which they
attributed to the Spanish archipelago. Using a @&loBositioning System (GPS) and
coordinates of the itinerary obtained from navigatwho cover that route on larger boats, a
first expedition set out to explore the itineraapd succeeded. From there onwards, word of
the route, as well as the description of the iamgr spread among the Senegalese fishing
community. While this story is perhaps not an aatudescription of the emergence of the
pirogue route, it points to the importance of tlides of Senegalese fishermen and the
availability of GPS devices to the establishmerthefroute.
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The Mauritanian fishing industry, informants expled, is run by locals but manned by
Senegalese fishermen. It is therefore not unlikblgt the latter were aware that many
compatriots and other sub-Saharan migrants wevellireg through Mauritania to reach the
coast of Morocco or Western Sahara in order tosctoghe Canaries and may have decided
to attempt the journey themselves. The declinehef dnce prosperous Senegalese fishing
industry in turn provided numerous other skilleshBrmen willing to captain pirogues to the
Canaries, allowing the route to develop. Some fislea did this in exchange of a chance to
go to Europe, others seized the opportunity tothse skills towards becoming @asseur
(crew member of a migrant-smuggling boat), a marerdtive livelihood than fishing
(Lafraniere 2008; Ndione and Broekhuis 2006). Tifeuence of Senegalese fishermen in the
development of the route continued with their “grimg the business home” to Senegal after
Spain’s patrolling of the Mauritanian coast madeintreasingly difficult to organise
departures. It was also they who were identifiethdwe organised the shift in departures to
Guinea-Bissau as patrolling along Senegal’s coagat (Altozano 2006). The importance of
this collective in upholding the route was consiflieunderlined by informants, who insisted
the pirogue flow will not truly cease until fisheem are “grounded” with improved livelihood
opportunities in Senegal.

As explained in my informants’ accounts of the wrgg of the pirogue route, the
availability of GPS devices and description of ihigerary to the Canaries was also an
essential element of the route. Wihplgterasreaching the Canaries were only equipped with a
handmade compass, all pirogues now had a GPS d&tbeut which they would not have
been able to reach the islands (Pardellas 2006c).

New route, new dynamics

Pirogue migration to the Canary Islands was charesetd by an unprecedented number of
unauthorised migrants arriving through a much lorrgete than that opateras A total of
31,863 people reached the Islands in 2006, anaxirary increase from the 4,790 in 2005
(Carrera 2007). Totalepartures however, were probably over 40,000, since 3,883ramits
were intercepted near the African coast, numerdlsre were forced by weather or technical
complications to regain the shore before the Casaand an unknown number died while
attempting the crossing (Frontex 2007). Some estirtiee number of migrants who perished
during the journey in that year at 6,000 (Gammelttdinsen 2008). The length of the pirogue
route ranges from approximately 800 to 2000 kiloeeetfor journeys starting between
Nouadhibou, in Mauritania, and Guinea-Bissau. Tharjey from Dakar is estimated to take
seven days, but may become longer as a resulingplazations.
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Given the astonishing length of the pirogue jourimegomparison to the 100 kilometre-
long pateraroute from southern Morocco and northern Westerha®, it seems unintuitive
that the number of migrants following the pirogoete boosted as it did. The greater length
of the itinerary means migrants are exposed t@énis of a sea journey aboard a frail vessel
for a longer duration of time. As a result, theogine journey to the Canaries is possibly more
dangerous than its short@ateracounterpart. The peak in arrivals over the summenths
coincided with the shift of departures to Senegdlich, in my informants’ words, was when
the phenomenon “exploded.” This was probably duehi fact that as pirogues began
departing from Mauritania and Senegal, they opeaedew window of opportunity for
thousands of West African youths who had long aspbio emigrate. The high number of
migrants who followed the pirogue route after itseegence may be explained by its being
perceived as a relatively more accessible optian thepateraroute to the Canary Islands.

Pirogue migration may in fact be perceived as caedpster and safer than other available
alternatives. The main options for reaching Eurdygfore the pirogue route appeared
involved obtaining a visa through illicit meanstmvelling to North Africa and then crossing
by sea or entering the Spanish enclaves of CeudaVagiilla. For sub-Saharans unable to
afford the high price of obtaining a visa, eithdrtioe other options required crossing the
desert, an expensive, and, if by land, long andiard journey. Pirogue migration may
therefore have appealed to many as an easier, neglistic alternative.

Many informants pointed out, to my initial surprigkeat the pirogue route is in fasafer
than other maritime routes linking Africa and Eugdpy small boats. This makes sense when
taking into account not only the sea journey itseift also the travel to that point. For sub-
Saharan migrants it may be relatively safer, arateflore more realistic, to travel to the
departure points of pirogues than to follow a tr@afaran route to North Africa. Crossing
the desert is difficult and dangerous. In addittonthe inherent hardship of the itinerary,
migrants are often forced to choose especially éiang routes because increased migration
control has led border officials and police to immpdhigher bribes on migrants (de Haas
2006a). Those headed to Western Sahara or Morouasb aiso travel through the mined and
patrolled territory controlled by Polisario nearetlborder between Western Sahara and
Mauritania (Ba 2007; van Moppes 2006). Once in \&esSahara, migrants often have to
wait for very long periods before embarkation, gleg in open air or in caves under harsh
weather conditions (Pardellas 2006c¢). Though theowtted-for death toll of pirogue
migration is very high, this does not necessariBamthis route is more dangerous than that
across the desert. It might simply reflect a haaliex of migrants or higher media attention.

Pirogue migration is also relatively cheaper fob&aharan migrants than travelling to
North Africa by air or paying smugglers to guideesaacross the desert (Rodriguez 2006a). It
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is also faster: while many sub-Saharan migranteigpears making the journey to North
Africa, the distance from Mauritania or Senegalhe Canaries can be covered by pirogue in
a few days. Some of my informants explained thegt Wwas an important difference, either
because they could not leave their families undtdnfor the undetermined duration of a
journey across the desert, or because pirogue noigrprovides a faster return to the
migration investment: some migrants who left byogue in 2006 have already begun
building themselves a house back home.

Overall, the emergence of the pirogue route effebticreated a direct link between sub-
Saharan Africa and Europe. This opened a newstealindow of opportunity for thousands
of aspiring sub-Saharan migrants.

Controlling the pirogue route

The emergence of the pirogue route provoked a nagaidtion from Spanish authorities, who
sought to curb this new migration flow by estabhghmaritime controls along the West
African coastline. By the end of May 2006, Spaird meegotiated permission to carry out
aerial surveillance of Senegal’s coast and sigeedtriation deals with Senegal and Guinea-
Bissau in return for large aid packages (Agencia@62 Aizpeolea 2006). Besides ensuring
bilateral cooperation, the Spanish government esipéd the “Europeanness” of the problem
and requested the involvement of the European bamletrol agency Frontex (Mir 2007).
Frontex assistance was materialised through opematHera | and Il, effective during the
second half of 2006. Their function was to ident#yriving migrants for the purpose of
repatriation, and to coordinate patrolling in Capgerdean, Mauritanian and Senegalese
waters (Frontex 2007). By February 2008, the Spagm/ernment had signed accords with
Morocco, Mauritania, Senegal, Cape Verde, Gambianéa and Guinea-Bissau that allow
for cooperative surveillance of the coasts of thesentries. This evolution represents an
important step in Europe’s growing “externalisalia its borders through the creation of
“buffer zones” that distance border control actestfrom its own frontiers, in order to
decrease migratory pressure on the latter (de B@@8). As one French researcher in Dakar
put it, Frontex operations “brought Europe’s bosdés Senegal” (Judah 2007). Frontex
patrolling of West Africa’s coast is also a cleadication of Europe’s growing attention to
the region and its security concerns towards theneaus potential for irregular migration
flows towards the EU’s external borders.

The interaction between efforts to control unauteat migration from Africa to Europe
has led to a continuous re-adaptation of smuggliges. While the options for migrants and
smugglers might not be endless, past developmegtgest that border control measures may
not be able to effectively contain unauthorised ratign (Carling 2007b). As long as
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migrants continue to be strongly motivated to amgent border restrictions in order to
migrate to Europe, they might simply be willingundertake longer routes that expose them
to higher risks and greater exploitation by smuggg(&andell 2005; Spijkerboer 2007).

The risks of pirogue migration

Pirogue migration is a risky undertaking, with twain possible adverse outcomes: death, or
return to the point of departure. Less serious auts include physical and psychological
harm, to which migrants appear to give relativetifel importance. It transpired from the
explanations given by my informants that whatewedbkhips they would face throughout the
journey they expected they would easily forget abthem if able to enter Europe
successfully.

Dangers of the pirogue journey and the risk of death

The pirogue journey to the Canary Islands is a deogs one, where migrants face a high risk
of injury or death. The main factors responsibletfos high degree of risk are the length and
inadequate conditions of the journey, and the ismiain which it takes place. Given the
extensive length of the journey, there are highncka of encountering adverse weather
conditions and other obstacles related to therdnye My informants for example stressed
that dangerous storms and extremely high waves fohare different currents meet, as
between the Canaries and the African coast, whai grovoke pirogues to shipwreck.
Relatively minor problems such as seasickness, diahgn or hypothermia are also
aggravated by the length of the journey and may tealeath.

The pirogue journey is made additionally difficblf the inadequacy of its logistics. Even
though, as is described in Chapter 5, trips areotighly planned with careful calculations of
the necessary provisions for a safe journey, tloessive number of passengers per boat and
the inadequacy of pirogues to cover such a longeréry make the journey especially
dangerous. Pirogues measuring approximately 20eshetrlength and 3 metres in width often
embark close to or even over 100 passengers. Hudting overcrowded and unhygienic
conditions, including the presence of dead bodias, provoke sickness. Overcrowding can
also provoke disputes and, according to one ireer®e, may drive people to shove others
off-board if they are taken for dead while in fatéeping. Passengers who accidentally fall
into the water are not rescued because the delajdvpoovoke the loss of precious time and
fuel. The traditional wooden pirogues, while relaty solid, are often too weak to resist
strong storms and may catch fire as a result dflants with oil lamps or portable stoves.

The isolation in which journeys take place furtka@hances risks. Pirogues are equipped
with one or two GPS devices and a compass, buadio,rand only rarely a rough map of the
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itinerary. My informants often expressed this isiola with the expressiond mer n’a pas de
branches”— there are no branches at sea. The impossitnlisgek help or refuge when faced
with major problems such as GPS failure, enginakitewn or fuel insufficiency makes trips
all the more vulnerable. Unless found by fishingpatrol boats, pirogues are left adrift and
migrants may die of starvation, dehydration, oemftonsciously or unconsciously jumping
into the ocean.

The significance attributed to the risk of dyingaiaghout the journey is mediated by
factors such as the meaning attached to life atehdhe symbolic value of sacrifice and
religious attitudes to death and destiny. Thesal@aissed in later chapters.

Technical failure, accidents, illness, getting lastsea, and other adversities are at times
attributed to the mystical powers of “sorcerergjémons,” or “vampires” who are said to
board pirogues with the deliberate aim of causimifesing and death. Probably as a result of
this, suspicion of other passengers is not uncomrivbninformants pointed out that the
diversity among passengers makes it difficult taceeain of everyone’s intentions.

The journey can moreover be psychologically harrtduhigrants as a consequence of the
overcrowded and isolated conditions of the jourraey of withessing dramatic episodes such
as accidents and the death of fellow passengeis.céh lead to death when people jump into
the ocean out of delirium or despair. Others areé &a“go crazy” as a consequence of the
experience. Many of my informants mentioned thechslogical duress of the journey and
some said they had suffered nightmares after retgirn

The risk of return

The second major risk for pirogue migrants is tadterned to their point of departure. This
may happen as a result of technical problems fgrttiem to regain the shore, interception by
patrols near the African coast, or repatriatioeradtrrival to the Canary Islands.

Patrolling along the pirogue route developed rapfddbm the summer of 2006 onwards.
Spain has signed accords allowing it to patroltdratorial waters of all countries along the
West African coast between Morocco and Guinea i aim of intercepting pirogues
directed to the Canaries. In 2006 and 2007 Fromtexcepted and diverted 4290 and 8574
migrants near the African coast, respectively (N2B08). Migrants who are intercepted may
be prosecuted upon return and are liable to finéspaison sentences.

Migrants who successfully land on Spanish shoresa#so subject to being repatriated.
Repatriations from the Canary Islands began in 2006. 6076 migrants were repatriated in
2006 and repatriations of migrants who attemptednt@r Spain at points not habilitated as
border crossings increased nationwide in the falgwear (Frontex 2007:19; MIR 2008).
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Return, regardless of the reason behind it, repteshe loss of a significant financial
investment. This is especially so for migrants withrelationship to the sea, whose families
often have to sell property or borrow money in oreafford the price of the journey, up to
800,000 FCFA (1,200€). Fishermen and other migrixota coastal regions are often able to
travel for free if they can be part of the crewr@ceive discounted prices when they know the
organisers. Additionally, return has a psychololgidamension. Returnees are not only
frustrated and angry but also at times speak @naesof shame in relation to having failed
and having to return home empty-handed.

Assessing the risks of pirogue migration

| have found it useful to examine the decision-mgkprocess of aspiring migrants in relation
to pirogue migration by analysing their risk assgmsts using the definition of risk presented
by William Lowrance. Lowrance describes risk asctanpound measure of thpgobability
and magnitudeof adverse effect” (Lowrance 1980:6, emphasis ddderom this definition,
risk assessments would involve consideration ofpgtabability, or likelihood, of possible
negative outcomes and the magnitude, or importawicthe occurrence of those outcomes.
The main adverse effects of pirogue migration, escdbed above, are death and return. The
decision-making process of aspiring migrants whiegy tcontemplate whether or not to
undertake pirogue migration can be analysed advimgpconsiderations over the likelihood
of dying throughout, or being forced to return dgrior soon after, the journey, and the
importance of these eventualities to the aspiriingyamt.

The discussion over the next chapters elucidateboon probable those risks appear to
aspiring migrants, and what importance they attabio them. This is in turn helpful for
understanding why and how some aspiring migrantgldeio attempt to migrate by pirogue,
and more generally how migrants view risk-takingimauthorised migration.

Dialectical perceptions of insecurity and risk

Throughout 2006, numerous headlines and commestaniieored the mixed feelings of fear
and pity awoken by pirogue migration among Europeablic opinion and policy makers.
Headlines evoking imagery of an assault on Europethe African destitute included
“Waiting for the barbarians,” “The D-day packagenr Senegal to Spain,” “Desperate
voyage, destination Spain,” “Group from Senegadlsiall to reach Europe,” “When surviving
is a tragedy” or “They fear nothing” (Associatede$®s 2006; Bortin 2006; Chrisafis and
Soares 2006; Pardellas 2006b, 2007; Pereda 200&). fi®adlines illustrate a sense of dread
about an invasion by desperate migrants with ngthm lose. As journalist Christopher
Caldwell (2006) put it, images of migrants riskitingir lives in search of a better life send a
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chill down one’s spine for a number of reasonsis'lpartly that we pity people driven to such
lengths by poverty and misery. It is partly that fear they are in deadly, desperate earnest,
and are staking their claim to a continent inhabiby people who are not.” Caldwell’s
portrayal of European attitudes to high-risk migmat if caricaturesque, captures the feeling
of insecurity awoken by unauthorised migration.

In instances of visible, dramatic, high-risk unauibted migration, perceptions of
insecurity interact across the migration dividegghg flows and policies. Irregular migration
evokes a sense of threat that has given rise toatrog policies dominated by a focus on
restrictive control measures. Europe’s feelingnsieicurity with respect to irregular migration
feeds the kind of border control policies that leadjrants determined to enter Europe to
follow longer and more dangerous routes. The réisoluof migrants who appear either
oblivious to the risks involved or, worse, willingp take them, in turn reinforces the
perception that Europe must further protect ithelfn the many who would storm its borders
if ever they were left unprotected.

Undocumented migrants, while intent in their pugasre not necessarily unaware of the
kind of security considerations that are triggebgdtheir actions. Some of my informants,
migrants and non-migrants, were understanding ampastive of Europe’s restrictive
response to the pirogue rush in 2006. While findingnfair at the personal level, they
reasoned that Spain had a right and duty to prateciwn borders from the uncontrolled
arrival of people. They could have criminal intens or carry diseases, they said, and in any
case they represented an unexpected burden ons8pauthorities. A common phrase was
“We wouldn’t want them to disembark here like thallssane thus explained the tension
between both sides: “It's not right to go massehundreds of people at ondevery day To
a country that did not request us. It's not seridusiow that. [...] But we no longer have a
choice. We don’t have a choice. But it is not righecause over there does not belong to us.”

It is necessary to further explore the nature efrttutually reinforcing circles of perceived
insecurities that arise in the context of unausesimigration. A better understanding of
their dynamics might improve our understanding bé tdevelopment of unauthorised
migration flows and the effectiveness of the pekcdesigned to address them.
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IV. High-risk migration decisions in context

wareness of a person’s life context is essentialfwerstanding their attitude to risk
A and risk-taking. Life options, specifically the stance of realistic and meaningful
opportunities at home, have an important influeaneindividuals’ perception of high-risk
migration.

The motivations of pirogue migrants are to a laeggent common to those of other West
African youths who migrate through other channé&lse connection between migration and
the search for improved life opportunities in Wagtca has been documented by others and
only some of its aspects are discussed here (Adq)6; Bjarnesen 2007; van Digk al.
2001). It is important to underline that socio-emmic stagnation, the perception of
emigration as the only realistic strategy to mouead poverty, and the limited availability of
options to emigrate legally influence attitudeghe risks of pirogue migration, namely death
and return. In addition, context-specific attitudes risk, expectations of manhood, and
religious meanings of death contribute to makirghkiisk migration an acceptable avenue in
the minds of many West African youths preoccupiéith @wchieving socio-economic success.

Theoretical approaches to vulnerability and risk-taking

Risk acceptability and risk taking are significgnthediated by socio-economic vulnerability.
The latter affects individuals’ life options andeth hope that these may improve. This
relationship has been acknowledged in the riskditee. “Poverty,” John Adams (2001:66)
argues, “will affect the perception of rewards @athgers and can induce people to take extra
risks. There is a steep social-economic class gnado be found in accident rates, with the
poorest experiencing much higher rates than thdthwest.” Adams suggests that economic
vulnerability has a direct impact on the way indivals assess the acceptability of certain
high-risk activities. This is supported by a recenidy on the attitudes to information on
work-related environmental health risks among Maxievorkers in the US (Vaughan and
Dunton 2007). The study found that individuals wierceive themselves to be economically
dependent and with limited employment choices terdinimise the importance of scientific
risk information when making risk judgments. Suahdings suggest that poverty affects
people’s willingness to accept higher risk thredbplthat is, to perform certain high-risk
activities that wealthier individuals would not wenthke.
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Higher risk acceptability among the socio-econoihyocaulnerable might reflect a lack of
alternatives or the hope that undertaking certagh-hisk activities will bring about much
sought-after changes. This is especially so whevenp not only provokes a lack of
alternatives, but moreover forces people to livéhwincertainty and insecurity. If living
conditions are considered unendurable, Hayenhj@@0g:194, 198, emphasis in original)
argues, fefraining from taking any actiors also a kind of risk taking.” As a result, it yna
seem reasonable to undertake a high-risk actiothméif action offers a possible way out of the
present circumstances.” Hayenhjelm’s perspectivewal for the recognition both of the
element of agency in risk-taking decisions amongaseconomically vulnerable individuals
and the difficulty in divorcing personal from so@conomic possibilities.

Individuals whose life options are significantlystected by poverty may regard risk-
taking from a perspective that maximises potemaaitive outcomes, instead of considering
negative ones. Hahyenhjelm (2006:198) has suggésadvhen an individual is in an outset
situation with no reasonable options, they mighbeaoe an alternative involving risk-taking
but containing the possibility of bringing aboutacdige “even if the probabilities of that
positive outcome are low, and if all other outcoraes very negative and hence there is a
huge risk.” This is an interesting perspective liseahe focus on “hope for change” provides
a positive angle from which to interpret risk-tagkins a proactive rather than misinformed
action. The need to better understand well-informski-taking to which positive meanings
are associated has also been stressed by TullatH.@gston (2003) and Lupton (2006).
Voluntary risk-taking, Debora Lupton (2006:20) aegucan be viewed as:

a way of moving out of a ‘rut’, to progress in lifather than allowing oneself to stagnate. Risk-
taking was viewed as a means of achieving selfadigation and accomplishment, a chance to
improve the self by taking on challenges and dernatisg to oneself that one could meet and
conquer these challenges.

Instead of seeing risk-taking as irrational or eailupton suggests, parallel to Hayenhjelm’s
argument, that in some contexts high-risk actigiiee consciously undertaken because doing
S0 provides an opportunity to move ahead in onfgs |

The notion that wilful risk-taking may result fromhope for change in life opportunities
provides an innovative approach to risk perceptiblrings risk-taking into the framework of
everyday life, the availability of life options apérsonal initiative against stagnation.

Living with uncertainty in the Senegalese context

The greatest commonality among those of my Sensgahkormants who intended to attempt
pirogue migration or had already done so was ttheiermination to break out of protracted
economic and social stagnation. Second to thist@shared conviction that they could not
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accomplish this wish by staying in Senegal. Everugiin pirogue migrants are not among the
poorest in their society, their possibilities fasce-economic advancement at home are
severely limited. As de Haas (2007:22) points ooigrants move not because of absolute
poverty, but rather “because of a general lack efspectives for self-realization in their
origin countries and the concomitant inability t@eh their personal aspirations.” Perceived
opportunities and personal ambitions are, in amditichanging quickly as globalisation
provides youth from less-developed countries withrerinformation on global disparities and
their relative lack of opportunities (Horst 2006a)cked in socio-economic stagnation, many
aspiring migrants perceive pirogue migration as titenate avenue for fulfilling their
personal ambitions. As Idrissa, 37 years old, ueyeal, single and still living at his parents’
home says,

we see development — it's a global village. Thattsat it is. Nowadays. We sewerything what
happens... in Spain, immediately you see it in yoaude! | see the whole planet, how everyone
lived Eh? We see all of thatsifencg. And you, you can’t evelive... you can'’t even live your life
properly... so you are going to risk. Soon forty. fjaseven years old, it's soon forty. Soon forty
years old! Are there people over there, in Eurapleo have no job by the age of thirty-seven?
Maybe there are [...]. But here, it's almost sixtyqaat!

In his last sentence, Idrissa is referring to tigh tunemployment rate among Senegalese
youth. Although there is a limited availability ofliable statistics, overall unemployment in
Senegal was estimated at 48 percent in 2007 (CO8RAJnemployment and the associated
inability to fend for oneself keep youth from adesnry socially and financially. This is, as
Idrissa says, central to thousands of young Seesgahen’s willingness to risk their lives in
order to reach the success they believe will coaralhn hand with emigration.

Even when employed, young people are often onlg ablaccess jobs with unstable,
meagre salaries. Many Senegalese pirogue migrahtsage jobs before leaving, but were
still unable to reach financial independence anabdish their own families. Pape (33), one of
them, speaks of the kind of salary available tatlyou

50,000 FCFA [76€], what is that going to do? Beeadsn't forget that all persons want to, one
day, settle down. And settling down, what doeseéan® It means having something of your own.
[...] It means having a wife, a house, and why natjcg@ car. And children. That is what we call
settling down. And, 50,000 francs per month woet gou that.

To most of my informants, the possibility of settfidown while remaining in Senegal
seemed an unattainable feat. Succeeding there, ghely is dependent on having the
necessary contacts to become employed or the fadaneans to invest on one’s own.

As Pape’s words illustrate, financial insufficieneyhich for many implies dependency on
relatives, also signifies the inability to progresscially by establishing one’s own family.
Without prospects for improvement, many of my infants expressed anxiety about the
bleak future in front of them: First, depending @me’s parents or relatives for subsisting is
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not a sustainable condition. Second, continued ey implies the inability to transition
into respected adulthood. “If my life does not apafi Thierno lamented, “I will never be
able to marry.” For young men in Senegal, marrnang becoming a provider represent part
of a man’s social advancement, or “social becoriiafjfransitioning into a respected male
adult (Vigh 2006). The impossibility of making thisansition therefore implies permanent
social stagnation. Henrik Vigh (2006:38), referritgy the similar case of Guinea-Bissau,
explains:

As persistent decline makes social networks contad centre on their key relations an ever-

growing group of youth find it increasingly diffittito acquire the resources to fulfil the rituabdan

social obligations needed to set up a househaid ather ways create a space of patronage needed

to move along the trajectory of social becomingrfoyouth to adulthood. [...] Trapped in the
category of youth they await their chance to mavéndife and realise their social being.

The importance of resources to the process of Isoe@ming was very often underscored by
my informants in Senegal. “If you have nothing,éyhsaid, “you are nothing. You are not
considered.” This was so in relation to both wonaerl society at large. My informants

regularly complained that it was hard for them teserve relationships, because of their
inability to fulfil women’s material wishes, sucls &raids and clothing. Marrying is all the

more challenging, as a man is expected to pay aydewd provide a room with basic

furniture for his young family. Pointing to the fidulty of fulfilling these basic needs, Idrissa

explained:

People tease you: why don’t you have a wife yet¥\@n’t you have children ®e, if | have a
wife, where am | going to put her?! Where am | gdim put her?

Because you don’t have your own house?
Yes — no, my own room! If only | had my own room!.] Not even a house, but... my own room!

As a result of the inability to provide for a wigéed family, young men often expressed their
fear, or experience, of their long-time girlfriendsving them for a man with more financial
means, who could formalise a relationship into rage — often an emigrant.

Unable to fend for themselves and adopt the ti@uhlly expected role of providers, men
remain trapped in a perpetual state of youth, ocatwigh (2006:37) refers to assacial
moratorium “a predicament of not being able to gain the ustadind responsibility of
adulthood [...] a social position that people seekesrape as it is characterised by
marginality, stagnation and a truncation of sobiihg.” Indeed, the inability to transition to
adulthood forces young men to remain trapped incak status to which society attributes
little respect, power, or recognition.
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Justifying high-risk emigration

The previous section has highlighted some of thiicdit conditions in which many
Senegalese youths live, with few options to tramsito adulthood. In this context, pirogue
migration appeals, to many, as an attractive oppdst through which to seek social
mobility. In this section, | discuss, first, thatrfmany young Senegalese, pirogue migration
appears as a unique opportunity to seek the pdrsooeess promised by emigration; second,
that given the context of livelihood insecuritywhich many aspiring migrants live, pirogue
migration is not necessarily viewed as opposingfa alternative, but instead as a different
kind of risk-taking; and third, that pirogue migoat may have become a social phenomenon
through which young men could seek to restoreradiaed sense of dignity and manhood.

Emigration imagined

Migration is an established, widespread strategyniacnimising the risks associated with
poverty and insecurity (Massegt al. 1998; Snel and Staring 2001). This strategy has
moreover become increasingly popular with the ghomttransnational flows of information.
As Cindy Horst (2006a:10) argues, increased exgosumedia images of life in the West
and to personal accounts of emigrants means thegasing numbers of people are able to
imagine their own lives as migrants. The cumulaéixperience of international migration has
indeed meant that values and expectations at coitigsinf origin are increasingly attuned
to the idea of migration. Douglas Massey and hiteagues (1998:47) refer to this as the
emergence of a “culture of migration,” as “migratibecomes deeply ingrained into the
repertoire of people’s behaviour, and values aasediwith migration become part of the
community’s values.”

This is indeed the case in Senegal. Following tiovth of emigration since the 1980s, the
figure of the emigrant, locally referred to Bdou-modouis seen to embody economic
success and social prestige, and has become d smeianodel (Amadou Ndoye 2006; Ba
and Choplin 2005; Fall 2007). This image encouraipes perception, among youth, that
emigration is synonymous with success. During reidfvork, the desire to emigrate seemed
ubiquitous, like a collective dream, as young atikrty alike expressed their wish to go
work abroad. Among youth, this dream at times apgzkan obsession, as many seemed to be
constantly preoccupied with finding a strategy tatenialise their wish. The intense longing
for life elsewhere has been noted among other ptipus (Horst 2006a). My informants
regularly referred to the image of success emapdtom the emigration experience of others
as the main element encouraging them to seek bogipartunities abroad. As those at home
witness emigrants’ ability to assist their familiésild a house, get married, and even buy a
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car, the notion has developed among Senegalesk gfmitemigration is the most direct path
to success.

The prevailing image of Europe among my informamés, moreover, of a place where
one can become economically independent and spoeapected solely through one’s effort.
By contrast, they incessantly referred to the cliffly of finding a job in Senegal, let alone
one with a contract and a regular salary. My infants frequently complained that access to
formal employment is restricted by nepotism, sd thaen those who have jobs spend their
entire lives working in the informal economy, wittsufficient, inconsistent pay and no social
provisions. Pay in Europe is not only considereghér because of the differential in
currencies and lifestyles, but also because ie@do match one’s effort fairly. “The way
they pay you in Europe,” Modou argues, “is not likéAfrica. [...] Because what you work,
that's what they pay you. Here [...] they pay youhnag. They pay you just enough to buy
bread so you can come back the next morning.” thtiadh, work in Europe is believed to be
widely available, which leads to the perceptionttisacceeding economically is only
dependent on one’s effort, or, alternatively, tlagtng to find work and save money to send
home is due to one’s laziness or enjoying “the Ream lifestyle.” Modou voiced the
commonly held impression that “most Senegaleselpdow that, in Europe, there is work.
So if you come home empty-handed, that means yoass@deup over there.” This notion
encourages the idea of emigration as offering & patsuccess that is not mediated by
previous socio-economic status or contacts, buplyitoy individual hard work.

The fact that aspiring migrants believe that susc#sough migration would come
relatively easily does not mean they are oblivitughe hardships that may come as a result
of being undocumented in Europe. My informants lady acknowledged that “lacking
papers” could pose some difficulties, but generabwnplayed the importance of these
challenges. On the one hand, they said they calidan their social network to provide
assistance in order to counter the lack of docuetestatus. On the other, they emphasised
that difficulties in Europe would never compareth@ hardship of life in Senegal. Some
commented that coping with adversity abroad wowddriore bearable than at home, under
the inquisitive gaze of one’s social network. Ass&®v) for example said:

| prefer to suffer over there, rather than herereHat home, | must have money... do something,
like everyone. But as long as you stay here, yo'tdeven have 100 francs [0.15€] to buy
cigarettes. [...] You look at your mother, she loaks/ou... If you gatravelling, you go looking
for something, she will know that “my son has cgaraHe went looking for something.” Each
day, she will pray, ask the good God that he hkysson who is over there. At least, she knows
that, if God helps him, she will be taken care of.

The appeal of emigration as an opportunity to emdrgm socio-economic stagnation and
advance in life solely on the basis of one’s efisrthowever, usually confronted with the
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difficulty of pursuing this option. In Senegal, as many other West African countries,
avenues to emigration, both legal and irregulae, faghly limited and acquiring forged
documents or illicitly obtained visas requires dadagable financial resources (cf. Carling
2002; Vigh 2006). In general, my informants spokeadong-lasting wish to emigrate that
could not be accomplished because of lacking fimhmaeans. Virtually everyone knew of
someone who had left by means of an illicitly obéal visa, and some had even tried this
option, but were swindled by the “businessman”harge of the transaction, loosing up to 3
million FCFA (about 4,600€).

In this context, the emergence of the pirogue roaltbough a high-risk option, was seen
as a chance not to be missed: the price of theettigkas relatively inexpensive, the
bureaucracy inexistent, and the migrant would gnévith undocumented status regardless of
the means followed to emigrate. Speaking of higsitat to migrate through the pirogue
route, lIbrahima explained that after years wishlaogto Europe but lacking the means to do
so, it was nearly unquestionable whether or ndiake on this opportunity, in spite of the
risks. Lat too emphasised this point of view, sgyitWhat to do? If it is the only path... we
are obliged! All the while knowing that there watangers, all the while knowing that we
could die, we left.” Many aspiring migrants who ameable to afford the high price of forged
documents for air or land migration routes resortdangerous, maritime ones (Monzini
2004). Senegalese pirogue migrants are an exanhflaso they see pirogue migration as
theironly realistic avenue to migrate and are thereforamilto face the risks involved.

Staying as risk-taking
The decision to undertake pirogue migration is metessarily one between taking risks or
remaining safe from them. The alternative, remgnmSenegal, might also be perceived as a
risky one, as it is characterised by livelihoodemsity. This would help explain some
people’s willingness to take risks to migrate iderto change their lives’ prospects.

During an interview, Modou explained how for margpiaing migrants, the perceived
magnitude, or importance, of the risks involvegbirogue migration, is mediated by the view
that remaining in Senegal itself represents a fornsk-taking:

At the time when we were leaving, the only riskitiva saw was staying in Senegal. [...] That was
the real risk for us, staying in Senegal. Whatever waseat sr after the sea, we did not see that
[...]. Because we could not find the remedy, or thleitson, that would allow us to live a good life
in Senegal. So, the only danger, or the only dea#ls, staying in Senegal. The manner of dying,
that didn’t matter. Reaching the objective, youm ahat’s what mattered.

Modou’s assertion that remaining in Senegal cantstt a “danger” mirrors Hayenhjelm’s
(2006:194, emphasis in original) argument that, wlining conditions are not “endurable,”
then ‘refraining from taking any actiois also a kind of risk taking.” In a situation sxfcio-
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economic stagnation in which most (aspiring) pi@guigrants described themselves to be,
the dilemma is not necessarily between risking a@t; but rather between which risks to
choose. Undertaking pirogue migration appears todmsidered as merely replacing one set
of risks with another, namely, the risks of coné&dulivelihood insecurity and social
stagnation with the risks of dying or returninghe point of departure.

In this context, risk-taking is often presentedhastural aspect of life and of attempting to
move out of insecurity. “Africans,” Aziz explainethre born into risks,” because they have
much higher chances of going through life in powénan of coming out of it. At some point,
he argues, one is willing to do “whatever it takes'emerge from poverty. Pirogue migration
may then merely represent one of many possiblaness when an individual is willing to
take risks in order to break out of an uncertansgcure life. The notion that remaining in
Senegal may represent a danger in itself, andaovetcoming it may require taking certain
risks was further reinforced by Abdourahmane (35):

Danger, we're used to it! This life, here, if yaskrnothing, you gain nothing! We live a miserable
life. A difficult life, a hard life. You do not lig, you do not die. There are many living dead here.

Living dead?

Living dead! You walk around, but you are nothingpu are sick, you have nothing to heal
yourself with. You heal yourself with... you use fitewhal medicine. You find a way to cope.

Abdourahmane’s assertion that many in Senegal dide of hardship comparable to a
“living death” coincides with Modou’s assertion ththe only death was staying in Senegal.”
Indeed, many of my informants expressed a sengdltadife they lived in Senegal lacked
meaning or was hardly worth living. Such statemepgeared to be based on the perception
that financial dependency and social stagnatiomgmteone from living a meaningful life. In
consequence, taking risks in order to change tiistion appears a reasonable option.
Abdourahmane’s sentence that “if you risk nothiym, gain nothing” was indeed very often
repeated among my informants. This reasoning isistent with Hayenhjelm’s argument,
discussed above, that in a context of limited digions, individuals may focus on the hope
for change offered by an option, regardless of iegnitude of the possible negative
outcomes. It is also congruent with Lupton’s asserthat voluntary risk-taking may in some
cases capture an individual’s intention to “movéafua rut,” towards improvement.

This in turn partly elucidates the apparent paradbxvhy men whose lives are not
endangered by extreme poverty would willingly fherhselves at risk of death through high-

risk migration. Idrissa, for example, explained:
It is not extreme poverty, but for me, it's poverty.] | don’t have a job! For us, life is not only
eating and sleeping! You have to have pleasurds[topWell... being able to feel that you are

alive. Staying put doing nothing... eating, drinkiteg... that, that's not interesting! That...
because | see that... in the future... what will benef at 37?! Without work. Still, | do eat. But |
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am 37, and | have no wife! No familysilencé After all... it's poverty! [...] There are lot of
things that you want to do, enjoy yourself, thitige that, but you can’'t. And that gives you... it
makes you not be scared from doing certain thinigem trying to emigrate.

Idrissa’s words again illustrate the sentiment,tiadten life becomes synonymous with bare
subsistence, it loses meaning and bagely feelsalive. His words moreover emphasise the
frustration of being unable to gain financial indagence and establish one’s own family, and
the fact that for Idrissa, remaining in Senegakresents a risk in the sense of allowing the
continuity of this social stagnation. This, he wes dissipates the fear of undertaking high-
risk migration in order to seek a more fulfillingistence.

The notion that the perceived value of one’s li@yp an important role in how acceptable
pirogue migration appears to potential migrants alas very clearly expressed by Alioune
(33):

| should have left, and succeeded, or died. Ondd@mall. [...] Because if | had gone at that time

[...], if I had arrived, now | would be working. EWf2l had left at that time, and died, we wouldn’t

talk about it anymore... Because the fact of stayieige, with nothing... It's not even worth living.
The fact of being here with nothing.

Alioune, Modou, Idrissa and Abdourahmane’s dramasggertions are reminiscent of Ghassan
Hage’s concept of “social death” as the “absencthefpossibility of a worthy life” as used
by Vigh (2006:45) in reference to the limited oppaities of urban youth in Bissau to
progress meaningfully.

In a context comparable to a state of social desitbune’s words bring a new dimension
to the notion of risk-taking as seeking change.yThaggest that, either through death or
success, pirogue migration would have brought ceosuthe frustration of a life he describes
as “hardly worth living.” Justifications of the agatability of pirogue migration are often
characterised by a sense of hopelessness abgubgkibility of change at home and a vision
that, in order to break from stagnation, theretike Ichoice other than following this or other
risky paths.

Indeed, when speaking of the difficulties of life$enegal and their decision to undertake
pirogue migration, my informants often put thisioptin contrast to the morally inacceptable
option of engaging in crime. Many, they said, aushged to engage in theft in order to escape
hardship. In this context, pirogue migration, altgb filled with risks, seems a morally better
alternative. The dilemma of seeking to migrate eéadt of engaging in crime as a way to
escape poverty has also been pointed out by VigBGRin the case of youth in Bissau.
There, international migration is considered thetbstrategy for emerging from socio-
economic stagnation, but also the most difficulatiain, so that youth often revert to violent
opportunities to advance socially. For Senegalesghy both alternatives involve risk-taking:
engaging in criminal activity implies rebelling agst God’s word, and therefore facing the
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risk of divine punishment. On the other hand, pignigration, involving the risks of death
and return, is considered justifiable from a religs perspective, as is later discussed. In this
context, my informants underlined that pirogue maigm, though risky, provided a unique,
morally acceptable opportunity for youth to seektdreopportunities. Serigne (27) refers to
this perceived lack of choice, and how this relédethe value of one’s life, and the possibility
of undertaking pirogue migration:

Most people didn’t have a choice. Because... M#nge are things... there are things people won't
explain to you. [...] But here, most people live,ligamiserably. [...] For example, in a job, you
get paid — each day, you earn 2.5€. And when yalhgme with those 2.5€, you are going to
spend it all. Yes. Each day, you save nothingtisat, yes, it's not... a reason to live, or sontahi
that will keep you in your country. No.

Pape further illustrated the notion that hopelesswegas an important factor in the motivation
to seek change through high-risk migration:

If you have hope that in two years, or five yearseven ten years, things will change, ok, you can
stay, whatever the situation. But, when you seeitlias been this way for ten yedifieenyears,
and, and... you see absolutely nothing in the horioen... there is no more hope. There, one...
one tries to change things.

Those among my informants who had decided againsgye migration, whether before or
after having attempted it, appeared more hopefaltpossibilities at home. Generally this
hope was based on something more or less contiletea possible job opportunity, or a
potentially useful contact.

Perceptions of the worth of one’s life, the avaligpbof livelihood choices and the degree
of hope that change may come about appear to haweryasignificant influence in my
informants’ attitude towards high-risk migratiom &ddition, the notion that life, in the
context of socio-economic stagnation, is inherentiy, and, for some, lacking in meaning,
may partly explain the almost nonchalant attitudd which some of my informants spoke of
the possibility of dying in attempting to cross ttee Canaries, and the slogan “Barga ou
barzakh” (Barcelona or death) adopted by many Sdesg pirogue migrants.

Pirogue migration as a social phenomenon

The decisions of thousands of Senegalese youtheaal a pirogue towards Europe may be
additionally explained by attending to the sociahtext in which these decisions were made,
especially considering the social momentum thatguie migration stirred. For young men
trapped in the transition to adulthood, pirogue natign appears to have been seen, at least
partly, as an opportunity to restore one’s sensdigrity and pride as a man and provider
within one’s social milieu. My informants’ justifations for undertaking this kind of
emigration appeared imbued with great symbolic @aNiotions of manhood, honour, pride,
responsibility and courage intertwine in accountsh® decision to embark a pirogue to
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Europe, making of it almost something heroic thatan, faced with life’s hardshipshould

do in order to ensure his independence, assidahigdy and, ultimately, restore a tarnished
sense of dignity. As discussed above, reachingniah independence and becoming a
provider for oneself and one’s family are socialrkeas of the transition to adulthood for
Senegalese young men (Bjarnesen 2007).

Migration in general is in many African contexts emich a family as an individual
strategy to minimise the risks of unstable incoMagseyet al. 1998; Tacoli 2001). Indeed,
the majority among those of my informants who hadrbed a pirogue to Europe framed this
action in the context of one’s responsibility tas Hamily. A young Senegalese man is
expected to help his father provide for the fanaihd gradually take over his responsibility.
Fulfilling this duty, Bocar explained, is moreowessential for forging one’s dignity as a son
and a man, and the shame of failing to do so caarbe a powerful driving force:

Sometimes, someone can hurt you a lot, speak lmddpu. The words he will use, he will say
something like, that “look at you, your father bgbtiyou to the world, has seen you grow up, has
devoted himself to you, and you have nothing tegdi%o it hurts. So, before... before having to
hear those things, you are forced to try to do ¢bimg, in order to never hear that kind of thing.

Bocar’'s words are not uncommon. Souleymane (30), égplained that the urge to ease his
familie’s difficulties and rid his mother of the e to work constituted his main reason to
board a pirogue while avoiding thinking about tieks involved. If you want to deal with all
the problems, he says, “you have to work. That'stwhade me forget all the things that |
imagine about the sea [...] all the serious things.”

In addition to restoring their identity as providdor the family, my informants also saw
pirogue migration as a way to repair their dignétyd honour as independent men. The
inability to provide for oneself and become a seifficient adult is not only unsustainable, it
is also personally frustrating and an additionalrse of shame and social stigma. Idrissa,
nearly forty and unable to take over the role of Heceased father, laments, “there is
something very tough here. If you don’t succeedppesay ‘it's your mother who is working
for you! You see? That's why people risk theirds:” Iddrisa’s words illustrate the feelings
of many youths to whom embarking on the piroguesbe tantamount to a quest for dignity
and social respect.

My informants moreover explain that as thousandarded the pirogues, everyone
constantly talked of who was going, who was prematdo go, who had succeeded in arriving
to Spain. This heightened attention seems to hakeed pirogue migration into a social
phenomenon with high symbolic value, where manyngonen felt certain pressure to go. As
Mansour says, “at that time, well, everyone saw ithwas... simply following that path, it
was a good thing to do.” Idrissa’s explanation ofvhhe changed his mind from his initial
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scepticism towards pirogue migration as “everyors feaving” reflects the social pressure
that developed in relation to the pirogues and mw@ethe role of (some) women therein:

| didn’t believe that people could go [...] But | seeople leaving, and succeeding. They say “hey,
I made it. | am here. | am here, in Barcelonandvlurcia. | am, | am in Real!” Whatever — you say

“ah?! Then, we have to go!” People — women, hédrey tease you, they tell you things. “You, why

aren’t you going? All the men have gone! Men aavileg, and you, you're staying here? You —

you are a woman! But, you are a woman!” — you aiegto risk your life!

The comments made by the women Idrissa referstewggestive of an attitude, among some
within Senegalese society, that taking part ingue migration was the responsible thing to
do for young men. Idrissa’s concern with women’si@m is moreover especially significant
since single men appear to have represented threvlogkening majority of pirogue migrants
(Mbow and Tamba 2007). As discussed above, asppinggue migrants’ anxiety over
achieving socio-economic success includes thebilibato maintain a family and therefore
their bleak prospects for marriage.

The comment by the women in Idrissa’s account atsttains a very telling allusion to
manhood, namely how this might be at stake in #®stbn over whether or not to undertake
pirogue migration. Referring to making this deasim the midst of the momentum that
enveloped the departures, my informants often tedephrases such as “l thought: | am a
man, just like those who were taking the risksdd@Europe. So if they could do it, why not
me?” As this phrase shows, many men framed thesidecio board a pirogue as a manly act
of courage by which they compared themselves witieromen. lbrahima (23) further
illustrates:

At some point, | said that, if a man stays hefs tite men who must go into the kitchens. [...] If a
guy stays here, without going on the pirogues, [ehPHe's a girl. You see? So, it's a guys’
business, we have to go. So... and | didn't wantyifson grows up, that he asks me, “dad, why, at
the time of the pirogues, why... uncle so-and-so, amcle so-and-so went, why didn’t you go?”
What am | going to tell him? [...] Am | going to s#yat, well, “I was scared”? No, | can’t tell him
that | was scared! | must go, like the others! Taeyhuman beings like me!

The notion, stressed by Ibrahima and the womedrisda’s account, that a man who refused
to board the pirogues “was a woman” has importangiications for the symbolic weight of
the momentum that surrounded pirogue departures.nién who left, Moustapha insisted,
were more courageous than those who would notdesith for the hope of a better life. He
furthermore argued that for him, as a fishermae, ¢hallenge of pirogue migration “is a
guestion of honour.” Being leéboy he said “| am a man of the sea. And someone, Goeme
who is not from the sea, takes this initiative, goés to Spain. So | say, why not me? Since |
am even from the sea, then [...] | must be the fins¢ going!” Moustapha stresses an
important point, that if for many men the decismrer whether to board a pirogue to Spain
bore implications for their image as courageous m#img to risk their lives to protect their

44



High-risk migration decisions in context

dignity and confirm their commitment to their fagpithen this pressure was even stronger for
fishermen. As they are considered to know the 8&aistapha implies, they would be
expected to be less fearful of embarking upon surcanterprise.

In this context where pirogue migration is seemm &@surageous action to fulfil the duty to
one’s family and protect one’s dignity as a marm, ¢ventuality of death along the pirogue
journey becomes, for many, framed in a narrativearfour and sacrifice. For Pape, dying in
these circumstances would be akin to dying “a mndrtifor Modou, it would be an
“honourable death,” filled with dignity:

Those who died over there — well... it's like, mayhe soldiers who are dead on the battlefield.
Because they had their aim, their destiny, and #@bitions. And they died — they did not die
because they were stealing and were lynched What | mean is... they died with dignity. [...] It
is like they died in the battlefield. In the fiedd honour.

The symbolic importance that emerges from accoohtthe meanings of the decision to
undertake pirogue migration is reminiscent of tlstion of rite de passageas an act that
accompanies “changes in structural position orustaand where “decisive physical and
symbolic steps are taken to extinguish the oldustaHarris 1988:462). Migration has been
identified as a rite of passage of sorts in a nunabecontexts where the individual earns
social value by way of his or her mobility or, aitatively, appears as “lazy” or
“unenterprising” when choosing to stay put (Driesd®96; Juntunen 2002; Massel al.
1998:47; Monsutti 2007; Osella and Osella 2000;cRat 1982; Tacoli 2001:146). The
element of dangerousness in the symbolic passagedifierent social status varies among
these different types of migration, but seems ed¢mdrthe case of the pirogues. As discussed
above, a man’s courage to face the risks of thegpe journey appears to have a central place
in the symbolic value attributed to this kind ofgmation. For young men whose symbolic
manhood was already at stake because of theidiiyabi fulfil their socially expected role as
providers, pirogue migration might have appearedmaopportunity to restore a tarnished
sense of honour and dignity as a man. As such,syimebolic meaning of this kind of
migration may at least partly explain the attitudéshose who consider the risks of pirogue
migration acceptable.

Religion and risk acceptability

Religious or spiritual beliefs, just as they infee human behaviour in general, may
influence risk-taking behaviour in a variety of w8ayn the case of pirogue migrants, religion
permeates my informants’ accounts of their decistonndertake pirogue migration and their
attitude to the potential risks involved, in othveords, the way they assessed the potential
risks and the acceptability of these. Risk asseswmrare mediated by religion or spiritual
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beliefs when these influence an individual’'s peticepof the magnitude of a risk, or the
probability of its occurrence. Risk acceptabilsymediated by religion when religious beliefs
influence one’s judgement of the importance ofgbssible consequences of risk-taking.

When referring to the main risks involved in piregmigration, death and return, my
informants often framed their attitude to, or exgplgon of, these risks through the lens of
religion. This was stronger in the case of deatl, lass so in the case of return.

The importance attributed to the possibility of ryithroughout the pirogue journey and
my informants’ attitude to such an eventuality wasy clearly influenced by religious
beliefs. Firstly, the notion that death is a ndtyat of life — and therefore determined by
God — appeared to make my informants relativelgaae with the idea that they might die as
a consequence of embarking on pirogue migratiorad@ls such as “death is a normal part of
life” or “we only die once” were repeatedly usedsteess the notion that death is inextricable
from human experience. Because these sentencesgemregally accompanied by religious
references, they appeared to have their origirhénspeaker’s faith. Secondly, some of my
informants underlined the notion that only God wabe feared, not death nor other men. As
Ibrahima asserted, “one should not fear. If youfeseful, then, you disbelieve God. [...] You
should not fear a man, a human being like youolf gre to be fearful, you should fear God,
but not another person.” The attitude to death agremal part of life and the notion that only
God should be feared appeared to make my infornratggvely accepting of the possibility
of dying when attempting pirogue migration.

The presence of religiosity in assessments of tobgbility that negative eventualities
would occur during a pirogue journey was clear uigto references to spiritual preparation
before one’s departure. This usually involved dospgcial prayers, seeking amulets from
religious guides, performing sacrifices, or, often,combination of these. Through such
actions, migrants sought help and protection frowd Ggainst risks. These are further
discussed in the next chapter.

Risk acceptability too appears to be mediated Higiosity to the extent that my
informants consistently framed the consequencesirofjue migration, whether positive or
negative, as the result of God’s will. Death wasspnted not only, as mentioned above, as
inescapable, but also as determined by destinyidated by God. A common way of
expressing this among my informants was to argae@od had established the time of one’s
death from birth, so when that moment came, oneldvdie, whether aboard a pirogue or
sleeping at home. This deterministic understandihgleath appeared to make (aspiring)
migrants approach the prospects of pirogue mignatiith a relatively fearless attitude or, in
any case, to provide a justification for the ocenne of death.
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Repatriation, on the other hand, was usually aiteith to human action, more specifically
the interference of the Senegalese governmentttardfore resented. Even then, returnees
often attributed their failure to God’s will. Inighcontext, religion also appears to have an
important value in helping returnees cope with th#écome of their migratory attempt.
Relatives were often quoted to have comforted thaymg “it was God’s will.”

The importance of religion in the framing of riskking and risk acceptability was further
reflected in the discussions that arise from thesedn, by some within Senegalese society,
that pirogue migration constitutes a “suicidal”’iaot Given that suicide is forbidden by the
Qur’an, those of my informants who were in favo@iposogue migration strongly protested
such labelling on two grounds. First of all, theguwed, it was nonsensical to consider pirogue
migration akin to suicide, since nobody would agpent if there existed no chances of
succeeding. Secondly, those following this migratioute did so not with the aim of dying,
but rather in the spirit of accomplishing a “goagkd.” As Thierno explained, “If | died, they
would say | was someone who went in search of wiarkrder to help. | prayed that my good
intentions would find me when | should die.” In ettwords, (aspiring) pirogue migrants may
be willing to accept the possibility of dying inetlattempt to succeed in migrating, but this
does not mean they would seek death in order toapuénd to their problems. As they
explained, other risky alternatives, such as cratitiy, exist, that would help them overcome
poverty, but these are considered immoral and fimerelisapproved of by society. Pirogue
migration, on the other hand, as it is framed magative of sacrifice and duty, may provide a
sense of closure through a means that is both m@ateptable and symbolically congruent
with social expectations of men transitioning talétbod.

Agency and empowerment through high-risk migration

Much of the dramatised press coverage of pirogugration throughout the year 2006
appeared to present the migrants arriving to thea@Galslands as a kind of army of desperate,
destitute African youth. This chapter has soughteress this image by emphasising the
agency in migrants’ decision to undertake this atign. Migrants’ agency can be
appreciated both at the level of the decision aritie form of migration itself.

To a certain degree, pirogue migration may be seé&ave provided a space for migratory
empowerment for those whose emigration aspirati@asearlier been truncated by limited or
expensive avenues to emigration. Most of my infortean Senegal viewed visa fraud as the
only alternative to pirogue migration. The procissobtaining a visa through illicit means is
however not only very expensive but, most signifttg determined by the action of the
middle-man in charge of the transaction. Aside frtaking the initiative to begin it, the
aspiring migrant has little room for manoeuvring throcess and is often at the mercy of
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‘businessmen” who may simply swindle their moneyhiMy there is a certain degree of
organisation within pirogue migration, much of tiniative seems to have been taken by
unemployed fishermen-turngrhksseursor even migrants themselves. As a result, thisfo
of migration challenges the common portrayal of naigs as mere victims of unscrupulous
smugglers (van Liempt and Doomernik 2006).

In a context where prospects for earning economilependence and transitioning into
socially acknowledged adulthood seem bleak, thesmecto undertake pirogue migration
may be interpreted as an individual’s move to thlsefuture in his hands and overcome
stagnation. By embarking on pirogue migration, @angs actively seek to put an end to the
risk of protracted economic hardship as well ascti@inued threat to one’s social identity as
a man. To be sure, societal expectations and &éaejrsocial pressure may have also played
into some migrants’ resolution to go, yet whileghemay have had an important effect on
migration decisions, it is hardly imaginable thia¢y could fully explain them. In any case,
the action of undertaking pirogue migration maysken as a reflection of the determination
to bring closure to an untenable situation throagmeans that is morally acceptable and
socially sanctioned, as it takes place within aatare of sacrifice and duty.

The fact that ideas of destiny are very prominenomg rationalisations of the (potential)
consequences of pirogue ventures should not beasearcontradiction to the interpretation of
embarking on pirogue migration as a conscious adtialter one’s future. Instead, references
to destiny may be seen to signify the recognitioet ta large extent of this undertaking lies
outside of one’s control. As Horst (2006b:44-45)ums, “[the] realisation of one’s own lack
of power does not mean that an individual will trgtto protect himself or herself against
risks and just wait passively for things to happRather, views on fate and destiny assist
people to rationalise and justify the course ofnéweor the impossibility of changing it.”
Indeed, as discussed above, the attribution ofemprence to destiny or God’s will appears to
be important in assisting aspiring migrants to meKécult decisions and providing them
with a mechanism to cope with adversity. Still,latiscuss in the next chapter, in order to
maximise their control of the outcomes of pirogugnation migrants resort to strategies that
include the mobilisation of spiritual protectionhi$, again, underscores the element of
agency in the rationalisation of fate and risk.
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V. Psychological elements of risk-taking

T his chapter aims at contributing to academic afmalgs the dynamics of migrants’

decision to travel along highly dangerous routedicl-makers often assume that the
decision to undertake unauthorised migration reséddm misinformation on the risks

involved (Nieuwenhuys and Pécoud 2007). This chiafitet explores the role of risk

information on migrants’ perception of the risks pirogue migration. Specifically, it

discusses how aspiring migrants actively engage fgk information in order to establish or
maintain their decision to undertake or not pirogugration. The chapter then shows how,
when migrants are aware of the risks they face,vamgin which they make sense of taking
these risks is by focusing on the attributes thavide them with a feeling of control or

immunity to specific risks and by mobilising strgites that allow them to minimise those in
order to increase their chances of succeeding.

Risk perception

Psychological theories of risk perception and denisnaking work on the assumption that
individual attitudes to risk are “biased” or “fayilt because they rely on inadequate
probability judgements. Paul Slovic (1987:281), oakt the main proponents in the
psychology of risk perception, explains that

difficulties in understanding probabilistic processbiased media coverage, misleading personal
experiences, and the anxieties generated by lif@sbles cause uncertainty to be denied, risks to
be misjudged (sometimes overestimated and sometinegeyestimated), and judgments to be held
with unwarranted confidence.

As this quote suggests, the psychology of risk gqaron considers lay judgements, based on
rules of thumb or “heuristics,” to be generally coarate with respect to expert risk
judgements (Tulloch and Lupton 2003; Wilkinson 200€entral to their work is to
“uncover” the mechanisms through which individuassess risk and the factors that
influence these assessments. Some of the elemahtsoacepts used by the psychological
approach to risk perception are useful for undadstey decision-making in the context of
high-risk unauthorised migration; they are explate@ughout this chapter.

Risk perceptions, defined by Paul Slovic (1987:288) intuitive risk judgments” about
hazards, are affected by a myriad of factors antliin influence how acceptable a “risky”
activity is seen to be. Essential to how a perdeww the risks involved in a specific activity
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and therefore how voluntarily they accept thesksris whether he or she is at all informed
about those risks and how he or she relates to itig@mation. The effect that risk
information has on the person’s perception of aertectivities will depend on elements
specific to the information provided, such as theoant of information available, the
emotional response that this information elicits the recipient, and how credible and
trustworthy the source is considered to be. Intaadithe effect of risk information on the
individual's perception of those activities will gend on how the person interacts with the
information available, either choosing to reconsitieeir opinion or actively ignoring or
discrediting the information in order to justifyeih attitude to risk-taking.

While it is not possible to generalise on how pagmigrants tend to react to information
on the risks of unauthorised migration, it is néveless useful to point to certain trends that
emerge from the fieldwork material. Broadly speakiit appears that many of those who
decide to attempt the pirogue journey to the Catglands respond to one of the following
attitudes: they were unaware of the extent of gmeahds involved at the time of the decision;
they were aware of available risk information bimoge to dismiss it as inaccurate or
irrelevant to their case; they were aware of abelaisk information but chose to ignore it
because other factors were more important to thesiision. Decisions to emigrate by pirogue
often result from a combination of the last twopdisitions to risk information. The following
section provides an in-depth discussion of thetseides.

Imagining potential risks

The process through which people assess riskoselgl related to the kind of information
they have about the possible adverse consequeheeasaativity and the extent to which they
are able, or willing, to imagine them. The “avail&y’ heuristic, as presented in the
psychometric paradigm, refers to how our abilityitagine or recall instances of an event
affect how likely we think it to be (Sloviet al. 1979; Tversky and Kahneman 1974). Our
relative familiarity with certain events is oftenfluenced by the degree of attention these
events receive from the media. (Kasperson and Ksspel996; Sjoberg 2000; Slovic 1987).
This, in turn, may affect our ability to imagineesgific risks and the degree of importance we
attribute to them, which creates an availabilitgshiEfforts to redress “faulty” lay perceptions
of risk by bringing them closer to expert views édasommonly consisted of attempts to
“educate” the public by providing additional infoation of the risks in question (Slovic
1987). As Slovic states, additional informationrks is however not guaranteed to provoke
a swift change in opinions:

Strong initial views are resistant to change beeathey influence the way that subsequent
information is interpreted. New evidence appealigbie and informative if it is consistent with
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one’s initial beliefs; contrary evidence tends te Hismissed as unreliable, erroneous, or
unrepresentative. (Slovic 1987:281)

Some strategies to control unauthorised migratiavehfocused on rising awareness of the
risks involved in order to discourage migrants frioflowing this form of migration. They
are based on the assumptions that migrants folleautinorised channels because they are
unaware of the risks they may face, and that drimiation on these risks is made available to
aspiring migrants, these will change their mindsoadingly (Nieuwenhuys and Pécoud
2007).

In the case of pirogue migration, there are threennchannels through which aspiring
migrants receive information about the perils aé tmigration form: the stories of others’
pirogue journeys, media reports, and awareness agmp When the information is
acknowledged by the migrant, it might change hisher initial opinion over whether to
attempt pirogue migration. A clear example of ikiglustrated by the words of Alioune, who
has seen many friends and relatives attempt thenggu During our conversations on the
topic, he had consistently positioned himself aposed to pirogue migration, which he
considers too risky and responsible for causingrestve human damage in his native
Senegal. At the end of our second interview, howeve surprised me by stating: “Frankly
speaking, all | regret is not leaving when everyomes leaving.” He went on explaining that
in 2006, when numerous Senegalese youth were patim considered joining them but
lacked the means to materialise his intention.h&t ¢ight of my confusion between this and
his earlier statements, he clarified that at tiaetthere was no information on deaths or
accidents. All they heard about were the news filoose who had arrived safely, so that was
the only impression of pirogue migration that waaikable to them. As information grew on
the risks of pirogue migration, Alioune felt he @bunot ignore it. Had he remained in the
naiveté of not knowing the extent of the journep&sils, he could have justified to himself
the decision to leave by pirogue. This action wcwdde provided a resolution to his stagnant
socioeconomic situation in Senegal, whether insthi@e of success in reaching Europe, or,
less fortunately, a relatively unexpected deatbeat he says. Awareness of the likelihood of
finding death in the attempt, however, had madmjtossible for him to willingly face such
risks. Alioune’s case provides a good illustratmfnhow many youths wishing to emigrate
may give up unauthorised channels as informatiomasle available on the extent of risks
involved.

Other aspiring migrants, as Slovic suggested, baldo their initial opinions even in the
face of extensive information on the perils of higdgk migration. They try to remain blind to
risks while restricting their attention to infornaat that supports their choice. They might
avoid hearing accounts of the difficulties of tlm@ijney, focus on the success of those who
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arrive while ignoring the deaths, and leave questi@bout life in Europe unasked.
Maintaining this kind of “tunnel vision” about threalities of pirogue migration might be a
way to protect oneself from having to reconcile #ish to emigrate with the awareness of
serious dangers on the chosen route. Avoidanceegéative risk information may happen
more or less actively. Sometimes, people who ansidering the pirogue journey simply do
not enquire about the conditions of the journegtteers who have already attempted it. When
In relation to why he had not asked a friend wha ledt by pirogue a year before him about
the difficulty of the trip, Aziz (24) explained:

We didn't talk about that. All we talked about waswv things were going over there. [...] “So, how
IS it going in Spain,” and all that. He had alredeyen there for a year, so | didn’t want to... remind
him about those kinds of thing. | tell him, “SoMnes it going in Spain...?” [he asks] “And what'’s
up in Senegal...?”, bla, bla, bla. We talked aboat.ttWe didn’t talk about his trip.

Avoidance of potentially negative information abguitogue migration was fairly common
among those of my informants who had attemptedpinegue journey. When | enquired
about what they had thought, before leaving, abidfterent negative eventualities related to
pirogue migration, some admitted to having activalgided such thoughts. They say all they
were thinking about at the time was leaving andkimgy in Europe. They were not interested
in giving too much thought to the wide range oksishey could encounter.

Lack of information about the difficulties of higisk migration options also contributes to
the reinforcement of “tunnel vision.” Irregular magnts in destination countries often conceal
the hardships of their experiences in order to maina successful image in front of family
and friends back home. This poses significant 8ot awareness of the risks of this kind of
migration in home communities. Belinda Reyes anddo#leagues (2002) have also noted
that Mexican unauthorised migrants to the US oftemot share negative experiences with
others at home. In the case of pirogue migratibe, difficulty in determining the actual
number of casualties may also create a distorteyémn potential migrants’ minds of the
degree of risk involved. In addition, economic \arability limits people’s access to reliable
information on the “riskiness” of a choice as wad#l to alternatives to a risky option, and
therefore affects the acceptability of taking dertesks (Hayenhjelm 2006).

In other cases, aspiring migrants directly rejexgative information, for example avoiding
people who they know will argue against high-risigmation. Ibrahim (25) explained how he

reacts to those who insist that emigrating by pieg not worth the risks:
Like for example, Maria, if you want to criticisbet issue of emigration, “Why do you go, eh?
There is nothing there,” I'm going to tell you th&#aria...” | am going to leave you here! [...]

The way | see it, you are sabotaging me. That'stwihg That's why, sometimes, there are a lot of
people | don't go visit. | stay always at home.
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When | asked if he just ignored those who say ithigt too dangerous to go by pirogue, he
said:
Everyone said that to me. Even my brother [...] dhit. He said, “lbrahim, it's not safe! You

have to stay.” | said “Shit! You're a woman! Youaevoman! You can stay! | am going to leave! |
am going to leave. Me, lIbra, 1 go or | die!” Yowe8e

This kind of discrediting attitude appears to astaasafety valve to avoid entering a serious
discussion with those who hold a different opinishere it might be more difficult to justify
one’s position towards high-risk migration convimgly. Dismissing risk information on the
basis of distrust of the source or the feeling thayy do not understand one’s perspective is
common. This is further discussed in the followssgtion.

Some migrants admit, in retrospect, that the chge they met during their trip(s)
surpassed all initial expectations. This is propaspecially the case among those who did
not receive sufficient information prior to theephrture, or actively dismissed or ignored this
information. In some cases, migrants, especiallyseéhfrom interior regions with little
knowledge of the sea, might not have been warnemtdpnisers about the difficult conditions
of the journey. Some of my informants spoke of peapho went to board a pirogue “as if
they were taking the plane” or who, after only tdays, began to ask if the journey was soon
over.

Still, many migrants have attempted the piroguerjey even though they believed reports
about accidents and deaths and did not necessanig such information. This challenges
the suggestion that risk-taking is a result of migsor inaccurate information or the
conscious dismissal of the information availabtefdct, some of my informants emphasised
having taken up risk information and accordinglyking detailed risk calculations in order to
prepare for all possible eventualities. Observing trends in departures and safe arrivals
around them, they calculated the chances of succesgparing the mechanics of the journey
in relation to those of fishing expeditions, thegessed the feasibility of the trip.

The fact that many migrants embark on this jounnespite of being conscious of the risks
involved suggests that risk information is only aidhe factors that affect the decision over
whether to emigrate through a high-risk channelcdoexplains how risk information is
balanced with respect to the weight of other factor

We knew that we were going to encounter many diffies. Especially because we heard of
pirogues that broke... well, about deaths, all o®%eme days we watched TV, or we heard when
other clandestine migrants called. They gave usrimition. So when we were leaving, we knew
that we had put our lives in danger. But we hadhike this journey. We had... we had to make
this journey. Because at least, we believed thatefmade this journey, we would be able to
manage, we could find what we did not have in Sah&ghat we could not find in Senegal.
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Bocar’s justification for attempting pirogue migaat in spite of being aware of the serious
risks he was exposing himself to is not uncommanoAg my informants, most of those who
had attempted the journey insisted that they haxh laevare of the dangers before leaving. |
heard the phrase that “one has to take risks @itif order to get somewhere” in many
different variations. With it, my informants seemidunderline their view that undertaking

high-risk migration is not a result of ignorancet lofi the compromises, or sacrifices, one
must make in order to cope with life’s hardshipcBits willingness to attempt the crossing in
spite of being informed about the risks is all there telling given that he is one of the many
migrants who had attempted the journey on repeatedsions. In cases like his, it is clearly
not possible to argue that the willingness to apteipirogue migration may result from

misinformation about the risks involved. This sugipothe argument that, while risk

information is an important element of risk-takidgcisions, it is by no means alone in
determining people’s choices. Other factors sucla@sng hope in livelihood alternatives at

home also carry great importance in these decisamwas discussed in the previous chapter.

Relating to risk information

An additional dimension of the active interactioetween aspiring migrant and risk
information lies on how trustworthy and credibleyhperceive information sources to be. In
general, individuals’ reaction to information oskiis mediated by the degree of trust and
credibility they attribute to information sourceShprt 1984; Tierney 1999). Media and
authorities play a decisive role in establishingvls@rious an issue is, yet recipients generally
engage critically with this information (AndersoQ(®5; Lupton 2006; Tierney 1999). For
example, audiences tend to dismiss risk informatwben they consider information sources
to be biased by vested interests (Slogical. 1979). Delegitimising risk information as
inaccurate or biased may in turn serve to legignmslividual risk-taking decisions.

Aspiring migrants often ascribe different levels akdibility to the media, public or
private institutions, acquaintances, friends, aabhtives. It would not be surprising, for
example, for a fisherman seeking information albetdifficulty of navigating the pirogue
route to rely more on the advice of a fellow fishan than on that provided by the
authorities, or for any migrant to hold on moréhtlg to the experience of a relative than that
of a stranger in an awareness campaign. Trust eatibdity are indeed strong determinants
of the attitude a prospective migrant will adoptands an information source.

Throughout my fieldwork, | identified two main trés in how these elements affect how
potential migrants evaluate the relevance of aert@k information to their attitude to
pirogue migration. First, veracity is discountednfr statements about risk that come from
sources who the aspiring migrant perceives as gavivested interest in keeping migrants at
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home. This might include migrants in destinatiorurdoies as well as home authorities.
Second, the credibility or relevance of risk infation also tends to be dismissed when risk
warnings are seen as inapplicable to the individuahe source perceived as too far removed
from the aspiring migrant’s experience to addres§fectively.

Stories told by irregular migrants about the emmgréfe being more difficult than
expected tend to be dismissed by aspiring migrastsntrue, inspired by egotistic ambitions
to keep all the benefits of emigration to themssl{@arlingin press. Aziz, for example,
insists that:

Senegalese people, on one side, very true, thefee igranga the hospitality, all of thatBut,
internally, there is some meanness. [...] For examplefriend is in Spain. For him, if | ask him
about coming over there, well, once | come thergm going to... surpass him. Do you
understand? And for that reason he says, “Hergshane very difficult, it's not worth coming. You
should stay there.”

The belief that these migrants are lying about éfgoad in turn reinforces the idea that
emigration is a fruitful investment and not a rigskydertaking. To be sure, not all who wish to
emigrate dismiss stories of hardship as dishonéstissouf (27), a former fisherman who
prefers to wait for his opportunity to emigrated#g rather than gamble his life on a pirogue
says he trusts that his friends in Spain tell Hen truth when they say they are unemployed.
They would not lie to him because they are as lerstand besides, he argues, he would know
if things were going well: their sister would nainece asking him for help, and he too would
receive some money from them.

In addition, some of those who accept that othegramts are having trouble in Europe
interpret this as a problem specific to those eamty’ laziness or self-indulgence, rather than
seeing it as a negative consequence of unauthonsgdation. When emigrants do not
manage to send money home, for example, they rbiglaiccused of spending all their salary
in living “like a European,” going out to have fimstead of “tightening the belt” and saving
for the family. Dismissing difficulties in Europes @ personality problem serves to reinforce
the earlier mentioned tunnel vision.

My informants very often dismissed media informatimoncerning the perils of pirogue
migration as inaccurate, biased or irrelevant tenth Awareness campaigns, although
generally the product of collaborative efforts beéw different governments and
organisations, tend to be solely attributed to $®mmegalese government’s initiative. As a
result, their content is dismissed by those whosiar them to reflect authorities’ vested
interests in keeping youth from emigrating by puegA large segment of Senegalese youth
feels disappointed towards the current governmehich they consider has failed to deliver
better employment opportunities for the young. Tdisappointment is often turned into
distrust about the intentions of authorities toverg unauthorised migration and encourage
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youth to join government-led development plans #ratoften of little interest to thefPape
(34) emphatically insists that “the majority of #gowho go on TV are corrupt. [...] In order
to go on TV, you have to say whatever suits thede”argues that the government has a
vested interest in stopping pirogue migration beeaiti suggests to the international public
that the country is poor and its resources mismegtag

In order to say that “we are managing things wigltes we’'ve been in power,” etc, they will do
everything to stifle us to stay here. To force astay. Through those campaigns, and whatever
else. You see what I'm saying? So, if you comeh TV, to say “go, the young, we are tired of
staying here, of those meagre salaries, we carmanygthing with this...” etc, well, they will not
broadcast you. That's for sure. So, that's theaeaghy | never listen to the radio and all that.

Pape insists that young people who appear in medimtes on irregular migration are
brought to air-conditioned rooms, given a sum oheyand told what to say. As a result, he
dismisses all media information on the topic as amiy of his trust and refuses to pay
attention to it. Ousseynou (31), a fisherman whesdoot wish to migrate by pirogue, shares
Pape’s view that the government opposes youthrgaby pirogue out of self-interest, and
dismisses awareness campaigns as artificial. “rhake up their own thing. Feature some
people, pay them, and put them into a pirogue t&emsome clips,” he says. Pape and
Ousseynou’s suggestion that people giving emoggémonials in awareness-raising videos
or debates have been paid is a way to further dielege the content of such media
campaigns, portraying them as corrupt and riskrmégion as manufactured. This challenges
the effectiveness of the narrative form in risk coumication by undermining the very basis
of its emotion-eliciting power, the first-hand tesbnial (Finucane and Holup 2006).

In addition to lacking trust on the source of rnisformation, risk awareness messages are
also discredited on the basis of the charactesistiche information source (for example, the
institution) or the people who physically deliveetinformation. The most recent awareness
campaign in Senegal featured Youssou N'Dour, Sdisegzost international music star,
telling youth not to risk their lives on the piragjourney. The fact that he is neither a migrant
nor a fisherman provoked some strong reactions gmmoninformants, who consider he lacks
the knowledge and therefore the authority to tabloud the dangers of the journey.
Ousseynou, for example, says, “Whatever | may éinsea, it is not up to Youssou N’'Dour or
others to tell me.” Many other coastal people snyl dismiss awareness campaigns as
irrelevant to them, considering their own knowledd¢he sea more reliable for assessing the
risks of pirogue migration than any information yided by the media. Still, they consider
this information necessary to inform aspiring migsafrom interior regions.

" One such plan is the plan REVA, which is discusse@hapter 6. Few people see this plan as prayidin
realistic opportunities for youth.

56



Psychological elements of risk-taking

Awareness messages coming from politicians, icdnaealth and success or generally
anyone in a good socio-economic position tend talibeissed as oblivious to the reasons
that lead youth to consider pirogue migration. Mamgferring to Youssou N’Dour’s
involvement in awareness campaigns say things fikeye were rich like him, we would
stay too.” Ibrahima moreover claims of those whitiaise pirogue migration that “it's those
who are employed here! Who have jobs here! Butehaghout jobs don’t say such things.”
These statements suggest that aspiring migrantardismegative risk information when they
consider the information source to be too far reegofrom their experience to effectively
engage with their migration choices. The feelingt thisk warnings are out of place because
they mistake the deeper motivations for undertakpiyggue migration for insensitivity to
risks may simply lead aspiring migrants to disrelghem.

This section has discussed how migrants relateddadle risk information in order to make
the decision to undertake pirogue migration, arghssted that risk-taking choices are not, as
some have argued, merely the result of missing ispenceived risk information. Following
this argument, the next section explores how migradditionally make sense of risk-taking
in the context of pirogue migration by emphasisihgir relative preparedness to face the
risks involved, or mobilising strategies that alldvem to minimise those risks.

Relativising and minimising risk
This section focuses on how migrants who decidenmertake the pirogue journey to the

Canary Islands resort to mechanisms, both cognének practical, which help them feel in
control of the hazards of pirogue migration, orreable to minimise them.

Theoretical perspectives on control and acceptable risk

People are more likely to undertake high-risk atiéig that are familiar to them and which are
perceived to be controllable, and as a result tenfhll prey to risk denial, that is, to see
themselves as being less vulnerable to risks thaer® (Fischhofkt al. 1978; Sjéberg 2000;
Slovic 1987; Taylor and Armor 1996; Whittaker 198&/lkinson 2006). This is partly
explained by the cognitive “errors” known as théuSion of control” and “unrealistic
optimism,” which make people perceive themselvesuasealistically able to control
situational outcomes and less likely than otherarntdergo negative events (McKenna 1993;
Taylor and Armor 1996). Although these two biasegghin work through separate
mechanisms, it is also possible that they may losety interrelated, since control is,
allegedly, a major driving element in unrealistiptimism (McKenna 1993). A study of
unrealistic optimism by social/behavioural scienigil Weinstein (1980) for example found
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that, in relation to events perceived to be cofabd¢, individuals tend to focus on the
personal factors — attributes and actions — thatidvanake their chances better than others’ to
achieve positive outcomes.

Unrealistic optimism and an exaggerated sense mfaoappear to be more prone to arise
during stressful or uncertain situations. They lemdsk denial, which makes individuals feel
overly confident, helping them cope with anxietyo{&c et al. 1979; Taylor and Armor 1996;
Whittaker 1986). Overconfidence resulting from wtisgic optimism or illusory control may
lead people to dismiss risk information, ignorecargions and, ultimately, to engage more
easily in risky behaviour if they believe that thpersonal attributes or actions will exempt
themfrom risk (McKenna 1993; Sloviet al. 1980; Weinstein 1980).

Control and nisk acceptability among pirogue nmugrants

The idea that pirogue migration involves an acddptar, at least, manageable degree of risk
was prominent during conversations with those ofimigrmants who had attempted pirogue
journey or said they would if they had the necessagans. References to the possibility to
control the risk of the pirogue journey were reeuatrduring conversations with migrants
where they explained why they considered pirogugration a reasonable option. This is
consistent with the above-discussed theoreticajestgpn that individuals are more likely to
embark on risk-taking activities when they feeliopstic about their ability to control the
level of risk involved. A sense of control over tligks of pirogue migration is expressed by
emphasisindamiliarity with the dangers of the journey and alluding t®rikk minimisation
strategiesthat are employed to limit the magnitude of pdsséuversities. These twappear

to have a crucial importance in how migrants pexca@ind portray the degree of risk involved
in pirogue migration as acceptable.

Famiharity with danger and relative risk

Fishermen and other individuals who consider théveseto have a close relationship to the
sea are more prone to emphasise their relativeapgdpess to face the challenges of pirogue
migration and are therefore optimistic about tloiances of success. As was mentioned at
the beginning of this thesis, all my informantsSenegal came from coastal communities. As
a result, it was very apparent to me that theyapdrticular perspective to the seriousness of
the risks involved in pirogue migration and thewrpability to minimise them. The ever
repeated phrase that “there are no risks for tindseknow the sea” left no doubt about this
positioning.

There are a number of factors that fishermen aflutie in explaining why they, as
fishermen, were less at risk than other migranist,Familiarity with the form of travel
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makes fishermen regard pirogue migration as lesky ffior them than others. For fishermen
who work on the same pirogues that are used foellrag to Spain, the journey to the

Canaries tends to be considered as a longer veo$itreir daily activities. This especially

appeared to be the case for those who go on leh¢n§ expeditions that can last up to 15
days and reach as far as Sierra Leone. While mangeded that the conditions of a long
fishing expedition are not fully comparable to fbarney to Spain given the overcrowding
and route difficulty of the latter, a few insistdtht the migration trip was in fact easier, since
one could sit and relax instead of working hardipglfishing nets.

Given their familiarity with sea travel, fishermare perceived, by themselves and others,
to be better prepared to undergo the pirogue crgssit a physical, pragmatic, and
psychological levelPhysically they know they will be more resilient than otlr@vellers to
the physical strain of the journey: they have akof “immunity” to seasickness, which can
provoke serious illness or even death for migrariie have never before boarded a pirogue.
In addition, they are used to remaining in therietsid space of a pirogue for long periods of
time, something that some of my informants (nohdrsnen) pointed to as challenging. In
fact, one fisherman, Souleymane, explained thair Us, fishermen, it feels good to be at sea.
But on land, it hurts. For me, if | stay here aschnas five days without working, it hurts.” He
had decided against crossing the desert to emjdratexplains, because he did not think he
could manage to walk for so long. “But if it is tkea, well... a week, two weeks, | can do
that. Because | am used to it.”

On a morepragmaticlevel, fishermen feel they have acquired, throtiggir work, the
necessary skills to face technical difficultiesidgra long journey: they have experienced and
dealt with serious storms and engine breakdowneadril fishing expeditions; they can keep
their balance on the pirogue, so will be able tbdvestay in place during rough weather; they
can swim, so would survive if they fell into the telga and, ultimately, they are used to
performing all daily activities (such as going e toilet and eating) on pirogues.

Finally, fishermen consider themselves to be beftegpared to handle the trip
psychologically because they are used to being far from lantbfay periods of time. This is
indeed an advantage, since many of my informantgqubto the psychological duress of the
journey, which in some cases even makes some “gayfr Ultimately, some of my
informants pointed out that fishermen are fammigh the idea that they might die at sea one
day, in a work-related accident. This is likelydffect significantly their perception that the
challenges, and possible consequences, of piroggation are less extraordinary for them
than they may be for others. Overall, some of nigrinants insisted that if only fishermen
were making the journey to the Canaries, they wnaplpen without problems, because it is
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those who do not know the sea who bring many ottraplications by being more prone to
falling ill, or becoming scared and subsequenttypking disputes about returning to shore.

Interestingly, the feeling of being safe from theks of pirogue migration is not limited to
fishermen. Many others consider that, being pathefLébou community, even when lacking
any real fishing experience aboard large pirogtlesy are still relatively better prepared to
undertake a pirogue journey than other non-Lébagramis. “Being able to swim” was, for
these informants, the marker demarcating the ghitface the pirogue journey safely. In
addition, the ability of fishermen to minimise thgks of the journey might be appropriated to
the group as a whole in a way that provides anreatb sense of safety not only to the
individual fisherman, but also to the migrant coliee who deposits their trust in his ability.
Pape, for example, has no maritime experience of dwn, but his conviction that
“Senegalese fishermen are the best sailors in &froontributes to his confidence that the
pirogue journey to the Canaries is not as dangessust seems. Reference to personal
attributes that represent the ability to contrgkrcan therefore be used as a mechanism to
minimise perceived risk and maximise perceived tgaf®th at the individual and the
collective level.

It is important to point out, however, that not dithermen consider themselves
sufficiently familiar with, or in control of, thehallenges posed by the pirogue journey to
undertake it. As an older fisherman said aboutguieomigration, “Those who really know the
sea do not take the pirogues.”

Besides fishermen, other (aspiring) migrants tente particularly optimistic about their
personal ability to overcome the risks of pirogugnation not because of their familiarity
with the sea, but because of th&miliarity with danger Past experiences with hazardous
situations are referred to as having built thentféar nothing” and appear to make these
migrants perceive themselves to be better fittikedao others, to face the risks of pirogue
migration. All three former soldiers | intervieweeferred to the challenges they had faced in
the army when | asked if they feared the possilksrof pirogue migration: after that, they
said, they felt prepared to face anything. Aziz,dgample, says his experience in the army
gave him the courage to go because there he hadtlgiough some things “much worse than
death,” so the risks of pirogue migration did nopear “that serious” to him.

Positioning oneself as more prepared than othensdergo the risks of pirogue migration
on the basis of personal qualities or acquired kepee provides the migrant with
exaggerated optimism over their chances to faceldéingers of pirogue migration, relative to
others. Aspiring migrants who see themselves rankiigher in a kind of “hierarchy of
preparedness” tend to deny the existence of riskshlemselves, even though they might
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concede that the same journey would pose unacdegteh risks for others with different
attributes.

Risk minimisation strategies

When justifying the acceptability of the risks imwed in pirogue migration, aspiring pirogue
migrants emphasise their use of strategies to nseind limit the magnitude of risks. Some
actions are aimed at minimising the risk of deattdioninishing dangers during the journey;
others are aimed at reducing the risk of returravyiding interception by patrols at sea and
repatriation after arrival to the Canary Islands.

In what concerns th@urney, my informants gave detailed explanations of theeful
planning that goes into ensuring their safety. érat pirogue is bought and equipped, with
two powerful engines, often one new and one usagablle navigators are engaged, assigned
tasks, and provided with one or two GPS deviceschwiorient the captain with detail
throughout the route. Sufficient fuel, food, wateaoking devices, tools to repair minor
engine breakdowns and even pills against seasiskaresgathered. While not all trips have
been carefully planned, migrants generally appeaoedinced that theirs would be properly
organised before they left, either because theg \warare of the preparations being made or
because they trusted the person in charge. ModouwxXample, explains how he was very
careful in selecting a pirogue to go to Spain:

I will neverdie of negligence. Never! [semi-laughs]. Nevereré\t have done all the necessary
checkouts to go into — intany pirogue. Even if | was going from here to Gord's, not far away
[...] but I will do all the necessary checks, tia@e minimum, | will, 1 will check. That's right. [...]
Emigrating irregularly does not mean one has nlattig, to see what is good and what is bad! One
must have the choice, anyhow. So... | checked evieythchecked everything.

Not all pirogue migrants, however, gave much atbento the safety details of their trip.
Some admit to having jumped on the first opportumitthout giving much thought to the
organisational aspects, in some cases to laterditdhat the trip was not properly planned.
Others insist that the technical problems they ent@yed were a result not of bad planning
but of sabotage. In general, most of my informamit® had attempted the crossing to the
Canaries agreed that if properly planned, any pyrmould have a high chance of
succeeding.

In addition to the above-mentioned preparationsjmfgrmants stressed the importance of
other less tangible strategies that are mobilieeddnage the risks of the journey. The timing
of the journey is, for instance, not aleatory. Wipeoperly planned, a departure date will take
place at the time of the year when the sea isylikeebe calmer and will be coordinated with
weather forecasts for the region and the advierefigious leader, anarabout
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Many consider spiritual preparation an importanttda to the overall success of the
journey. The role ofnaraboutsis especially important, as they are said to mte\spiritual
protection for the journey as a whole as well as if@ividual travellers. They suggest
appropriate dates for departure, revise passengr to warn of potentially dangerous
individuals (such as “demons”), provide organisang migrants with amulets for protection
and luck and, finally, pray for the success of jth@ney throughout its duration. Often, they
also advise organisers to offer sacrifices (to gha) to ensure spiritual protection for the
journey. The use of amulets is widespread amongamig, who seek in them protection from
dangers and sickness during the pirogue journeyfeord malicious spells cast by “bad
tongues” at home. Some rare but powerful amuletsatso said to have the ability to make
pirogues, to which they are attached, invisibleptdrols. Not all migrants use amulets,
however, and many who do often insist that theyrwtham more out of habit than full
conviction of their effectiveness. Still, resort tioese strategies of protection appears to
provide migrants with a sense of control and omimiover the challenges of the journey.
Ultimately, however, a successful outcome is seatepend solely on God’s will.

Prayer is therefore also an important element efgpiritual preparation for the journey.
Some migrants say special prayers before leavingriog a copy of the Quran for the
journey, entrusting themselves to God. In additiongrants also commend themselves to
their parents’ prayers, when these are aware af departure. Often, migrants leave without
warning their families, to avoid worrying them oeibg interdicted from embarking on the
journey. Discretion is also considered essentiahvoiding malevolent spells from jealous
acquaintances and attracting the attention of iieoaities.

Risk minimisation strategies are employed not @atlthe individual but also at the family
level. In a family with many sons, some of my imf@nts explained, they will avoid
travelling together in boat in order to minimise fbsses in case of accident.

Besides the already-mentioned strategies mobiliedvoid interception by patrols
migrants rely on other tactics to avoid controlsleparture. While at the early stages of the
phenomenon pirogues are said to have left in tie@,opven in the presence of police who at
times helped to maintain order, nowadays departareshidden from the public eye and
controls are actively avoided. Some of my infornsamentioned that contacts or bribes are at
times used to keep patrol boats at bay; others @@dnisers plan departures carefully to
avoid the areas and times controlled by patrolseCat sea, the itinerary followed maximises
time spent on international waters, in order toidwoastal guards in Senegalese, Mauritanian
or Moroccan-controlled territorial waters.
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Strategies of risk minimisation that provide thegrant with a sense of control over the
outcome of their migration project are not limitedthe journey. Upon arrival, those migrants
who are aware of the possibility i#patriation have prepared strategies to avoid it:

Me, personally, and almost everyone in the pirogue didn't have papers with us. Because we
had been told that if we had papers, we would batifled, and we could be easily sent back. (...)
You don't even dare bringing a backpack with “Sexfegritten on it. You see? Or a t-shirt with
“Senegal” written on it, or... something that willséig identify you. (...) For the language... well,
there were people who did not speak at all. If gsked them a question, they would not reply.
There were others who spoke French... but if | sgeach, you will not identify me all that
easily, because French, almost all of Africa spéaksich. (...) Even money, we did not have any
on us. The day of boarding, we were asked: “dogbaiy have money on them? Does anybody
have CFA on them®"So, someone asked that question, and everyonetigavaoney; we left it
here. No sign that you are Senegalese. (Bocar).

As Bocar’s words show, migrants appear to be aw@eSenegal had agreed to readmit its
citizens, even though they might not always hatleoaough knowledge of the mechanics of
repatriation agreements. Attempts at withholding’emationality and all signs of it appear to
have been, as a result, relatively commonplace.eSawvare that asylum seekers cannot be
repatriated, had prepared themselves to declang Ip@itionals of a war-torn country.

By emphasising their relative preparedness to flaeaisks of pirogue migration, or their
ability to control or minimise them, (aspiring) @gue migrants justify the acceptability of
taking these risks. This partly explains how higtkmigration choices are made.

Reconciling risk awareness with risk taking

Information campaigns about high-risk unauthorisegration are based on assumptions
about the relationship between access to risk nmion and risk-taking decisions.
Specifically, they assume that migrants who folleigh-risk migration routes do so because
they are unaware of the risks involved, and thatfdrmation on these risks was provided to
them, they would refrain from these migration for(hseuwenhuys and Pécoud 2007). The
campaigns are based on an understanding of indivrisk-taking similar to that put forth by
psychological theories of risk perception. Thesotles often view risk-taking as the result of
irrational or faulty decision-making conditioned byisinformation on the nature and
magnitude of risks involved in the activity in qtiea. When individuals are provided with
accurate risk information, their risk perceptiorend consequently their behaviour) are
expected to converge with “expert” risk opinions.

As this chapter has shown, however, there is n@lsimelationship between awareness of
the risks involved in pirogue migration and migsardttitudes to this form of migration.

8 The CFA Franc is the currency of Senegal as welbther former French colonies in West Africa, @ain
Bissau and Equatorial Guinea.
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Aspiring migrants actively engage with the riskomhation they receive, evaluating the
validity of its content in relation to the credibyl of the source, and filtering it as they see is
relevant to their case. The fact that many — nastl¢hose who make successive attempts —
embark on pirogue journeys in the knowledge thatehis a chance they may die or be
returned points to the existence of other imporfactors in shaping high-risk migration
decisions. Some of these factors were explorechapr 4 and include lacking opportunities
to advance personally and socially at home, theetoiglat emigration provides the means to
fulfil one’s aspirations, and the religious-infordhacceptability of risking death on this path.
This chapter has also shown that the decision tlertake pirogue migration is mediated by
migrants’ confidence in their relative preparedrniessce the risks involved, whether because
of their familiarity with risks in general or witthe challenges of the sea, or because of their
conviction that they are able to control or miniengossible risks.

Awareness campaigns that seek to “restore” faigly perceptions address the problem of
information availability, but leave many other farst of risk-taking decisions unaddressed.
As a result, they are likely to be seen as irrele\®y many aspiring migrants. Some of my
informants half-jokingly suggested that informaticampaigns should rather be directed to
encouraging the multi-millionaire public figures avBpeak of dissuading youth from pirogue
migration to invest some of their wealth in prowigimore opportunities for young people to
progress at home. This, they implied, would be aeneffective way to ground young men.
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VI. The impact of migration control policies

B uilding upon the material discussed throughout ttésis, this chapter seeks to provide
a policy-oriented discussion of the strategies &stbpgo control pirogue migration,
addressing the third research questiare policies that increase the rates of apprehemsio
and repatriation likely to lead to a decrease ire thumber of pirogue crossing attempts?
While restrictive mechanisms constitute short-taction to address unauthorised migration,
the extent of their effect on the opinions of pexdve migrants is questionable. This is so
because they are based on a limited understanditigecfactors that influence migrants’
decisions to undertake high-risk unauthorised ntigma More specifically, they fail to
consider the socio-economic factors that shapeamigr willingness to confront very high
risks in order to achieve their migration aspinatioBecause of this, they are not only of
limited efficacy, but may also be counter-produeti@ther strategies such as facilitating legal
channels to emigration might be more effective issdading migrants from undertaking
pirogue migration while protecting the migrantsfetg.

Controlling unauthorised migration

One of the aims of migration control measures fscpatrolling and repatriation is to dissuade
prospective migrants from undertaking unauthorisgdration. They decrease the chances
that migrants will successfully enter Europe thtougauthorised channels by making it more
difficult for them to reach their destination df they succeed in completing the journey, by
returning them to their origin. The effectivenedstiee intended deterrent effect, however,
depends on the extent to which their presencetaftspiring migrants’ risk-benefit analyses.

The number of pirogues arriving on the shores ef @anary Islands has significantly
decreased since 2006, which some have attributeteteffect of Frontex operations (Ba
2007; Godenau and Zapata Hernandezhcoming. Still, it is virtually impossible to
ascertain whether this reduction on the migrartinfo the Islands is solely due to the effect
of patrolling and repatriation, or instead to otfestors, or a combination of them. Some of
the other factors that may have played into thiducdon in migrant arrivals include
initiatives promoted by the Spanish and Senegalatw®rities, such as awareness campaigns
aimed at informing potential pirogue migrants af tisk of dying throughout the journey, or
programs developed to provide alternatives to pieogiigration.
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Deterrent effect of surveillance

A large number of my informants appeared littlegoaipied about the presence of Frontex
patrolling along the West African coast. They dhiel presence of patrols had not altered their
readiness to undertake pirogue migration, and esipdid the possibilities for avoiding them,
or the fact that, given the impossibility of sutireg the entire coast, the chances of being
caught are small enough to justify trying. The dssal of the likelihood of interception as a
question of luck is somewhat parallel to many of infprmants’ attitude to the possibility of
storms or technical problems throughout the jourmagrants tend to be optimistic and focus
on the chances of succeeding. Some even insistwbald simply re-attempt the journey if
apprehended by patrols. The apparently limitedcefdé patrolling on migrants’ decisions to
undertake unauthorised migration parallels theirfigsl of research on the US-Mexico border
(Cornelius 2001; Cornelius and Salehyan 2007; Espme 1994; Reyext al.2002).

On the other hand, many of my informants said a®sed surveillance has made it more
difficult to organise pirogue journeys. In addititmpatrols at sea, controls are also present on
land, and organisers and migrants who are caughsutject to prosecution. At the risk of
serving prison sentences, it appears that fewemisgrs are willing to arrange journeys. This
means that even when aspiring migrants considepatals a minor obstacle, they might be
unable to find a pirogue journey to join. Alternvally, a reduction in the number of journeys
organised might reflect a decrease in interest tdsv@irogue migration, as a result of the
repatriation regime or increased awareness ofiskeof dying during the journey.

Deterrent effect of repatriation

Repatriation after arrival appears to have a mudnger effect than interception at sea on
aspiring migrants’ attitudes to pirogue migratidfew of my informants dismissed the
significance of repatriation to the overall decamsio undertake pirogue migration, but those
who did so alluded to arguments similar to thosedu® dismiss the importance of patrols.
They referred to the strategies (discussed in @nap) that can be mobilised to avoid
repatriation or to the fact that repatriations frim Canary Islands are “a question of luck.”
Indeed, Senegalese migrants arriving on the Islamdsnot systematically returned home,
since repatriations depend @ad hoc agreements and the availability of identification
missions from SenegalThis lack of consistency probably means that régiain fails to

deter those aspiring migrants who, when asseshmgigks of pirogue migration, generally
tend to emphasise the possibilities of succeedimpumdermine those of being returned. A

° Repatriations from the Canary Islands are comuib to specific authorisation from the Senegalese
government, who will send a special commissiorméoGanary Islands charged with identifying its omdils.
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few of my informants further dismissed the sigrafice of repatriation just as that of
patrolling, by stating that, in the event of beiggurned to Senegal, they would simply re-
attempt the journey. This attitude is likely to st common among fishermen who can
make the trip without paying if they can be hiredpart of the pirogue crew or others living
by the sea, who might be able to get a reducee drtbey know the organisers.

Most of my informants, however, agreed that thegased likelihood of repatriation at the
present time makes it significantly less worthwhibesubject oneself to the dangers of the
journey. Moustapha, when asked about whether le@detd to attempt the pirogue journey a
second time, quickly answered with an energetiatieg, explaining that at present,

it's not sure, that if you try again, to go to Spajou will be able to get through. You can gofte t
Canary Islands, but will you get a permit, to goSjeain? [...] Like they used to do, will you be
directed towards the big Spanish cities, like Blam®, or Malaga [...] It's not for sure! So, in
order to risk something, first of all, that thingshto be something that, once there, will allow me
to... reach my goal! But, | will not risk my life farothing! [...] There is no point in risking your
life, getting there, and being returned to Sendgal.It's pointless to go there and back.

Moustapha's words point to a relationship betwebe tikelihood of return and the
acceptability of risking death. He suggests thsking death is acceptable as long as there
exists a chance to arrive and begin a new, suadd#sf in Europe. When repatriation is
perceived as probable and therefore removes takhdod of beginning anew as an emigrant,
he feels it is no longer justifiable to risk higeli This attitude was very common among my
informants, and suggests that the acceptabilitsisiing death is intrinsically related to the
risk of repatriation. Repatriation not only impliexssing the opportunity to enter Europe, it
moreover removes the possibility of moving beyom#’'s pre-departure circumstances. In
other words, it denies migrants the chance to bdlegure, or change, to a difficult life
situation. Thierno’s account illustrates this wélfustrated about being repatriated, he says:
“What makes me angry is that the government, oneeame back to Senegal, should have
brought us back home dead, or put us in prisont Woald have been better for us. So that
we would not have to walk around in Senegal angéori

Thierno’s statement that prison or death would Haaen preferable to “walking around in
Senegal” suggests he feels a sense of shame digofact of being repatriated, as though it
represented his personal failure to emigrate. $ayewould have preferred to die than to be
returned moreover suggests that forcible return aq@year to migrants as a greater defeat
than death. Although this may sound striking, itkeesense in relation to the meanings,
explored in previous chapters, attributed to demtld the act of emigrating by pirogue.
Indeed, while death is considered to be determime&od, the act of undertaking pirogue
migration is seen as a personal action to overcstagnation, help one’s family and defend
one’s dignity. While death is accepted with restggmaas God'’s will, failing to carry through
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one’s emigration project is seen as a personalréatio progress in life. It makes sense, then,
that migrants started using the slogan “Barca audbh” after the authorities began to put
pressure on young people to stay put, as Aziz exgddla The slogan appears to make it clear
that migrants were willing to risk their lives irrder to reach Europe, but they did not
contemplate the possibility of returning to theuatton of protracted social immobility they
were trying to escape.

The questionable effectiveness of border control measures

Besides the effect of border control measures ogrants’ attitude towards unauthorised
migration, there are three additional issues thigerquestions about the effectiveness of these
measures: they may simply lead to the prolongatiba route and as a result increase its
danger; they disregard the causes of pirogue ngraand their deterrent effect, if any, is
likely to vanish as soon as these measures end.

Firstly, restrictive migration control measures htigrovoke, in the middle to long term,
the re-routing of the current pirogue route or ettem emergence of a new one, potentially
through a longer and/or more dangerous itinerag/d@scribed in Chapter 3, the emergence
of the pirogue route itself was related to tighteberder control along the Strait of Gibraltar,
and the deployment of patrols along the Mauritaiad Senegalese coasts progressively led
to the prolongation of the route as departure posttifted further south along the West
African coast. The emergence of longer routes Hrat potentially more dangerous for
migrants is undesirable from a humanitarian pertsgeand contradictory with the objectives
of Frontex and SIVE, both of which have statedrthén to provide humanitarian assistance
to, and reduce the loss of lives of, undocumentad migrants.

European border control agency Frontex statessindé@scription of joint surveillance
operation Hera Il its aim “to enhance the contriothe area between the West African coast
and the Canary Islands, thus diverting the vesssigy this migration route arambntributing
to the reduction of human lives lost at séaring the dangerous long journey” (Frontex
2007:12, emphasis added). Protecting the livesigfants is here stated as a central factor in
the motivation to curb, or divert, the migratioovl along this route. It would therefore be
counterproductive to this aim if the very presenéd-rontex patrol boats led migrants to
adopt longer routes that expose them to higheretan&pijkerboer 2007).

The Spanish border control system SIVE similarfgre to the protection of human lives
as one of its central concerns, statinQné of the fundamental dimensions of this System is
the humanitarian onesince SIVE allows for long-distance detection vafssels, which
facilitates the tasks of identification and rapadief to the victims of this new kind of traffic
in human beings” (Guardia Civil nd., emphasis ajldé¢hereas Frontex aims to prevent the
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loss of migrants’ lives by deterring them from emdrdg on pirogue migration or deflecting
those who do, SIVE’s humanitarian aim lies withensepting migrant vessels close to the
Spanish coast. This assistance is indeed oftehwittan migrants have followed a long route
and might be exhausted or their boat damaged.eéAsdime time, since interception by coastal
patrols near the destination and migrants’ subsggarest increases the chances that they
will be repatriated, patrols might lead migrantgdeort to longer routes, in a similar way to
Frontex boats’ presence near departure points.xample of such a rerouting is the detour
paterasbegan making from Morocco to the Canaries aftéfESkas installed in Fuerteventura.
In order to avoid detection, the boats insteadgeted to the farther islands (see Chapter 3).

In sum, it is important that migration control meges assess the effect of their activities
on the migration flows they seek to curb, so thatytmay not contribute to the development
of longer, more dangerous routes.

The second limitation to the effectiveness of borctntrol mechanisms arises from the
fact that restrictive approaches to curtailing uhatised migration do not attend to the root
causes of these migration flows and therefore @nbvide “band-aid solutions.” Aspiring
migrants might persist in their attempt to circumivieorder control mechanisms if nothing is
done to address the needs they intend to fulfdubh emigration (Bhagwati 2006). At the
same time, development promotion strategies thg@irawe economic capacity across the
population at large are, in the short to mediunmtemore likely to augment migration
aspirations than to diminish them (Bakewell 200&;Hhaas 2006b). Migration policies are
more likely to succeed in controlling unauthorigeigration flows when they are based on an
understanding of the complex considerations thad lenigrants to follow high-risk
unauthorised channels. In the case of pirogue mngrasuch an understanding requires
taking into consideration not only the economiddes but also the social, psychological and
religious aspects of migrants’ decisions.

The third limitation to the efficacy of the use ddstrictive mechanisms to control
unauthorised migration lies on the difficulty inssaining them. It is not certain that cooperation
between West African countries and Spain in migratontrol could be upheld indefinitely
at the current level, especially in what concerasgtling. Unless maritime migration controls
are incorporated into national coastguard acts/jt@rigin and transit countries may, in the
future, reconsider their willingness to allow Eueap patrolling of their territorial waters. If
this happens, the presumed deterrent effect theshanisms have had on pirogue migration
will probably vanish soon after the patrolling amgatriation schemes dissolve. Many of my
informants said they were certain patrols would bthere forever, and that as soon as they
ended, pirogue departures would resume. This undsrthe need to devise migration control
policies that address the root causes of unautwrisgration, not merely flows.
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Creating alternatives to unauthorised migration

Besides the use of restrictive migration controlchaisms, the Spanish and Senegalese
governments have attempted to curb pirogue migrdtiocreating alternatives to it. The main
two alternatives discussed here are the Spanisargaxent’s promotion of its “hiring at the
origin” scheme to facilitate legal migration to &pdrom Senegal, and the Senegalese
government’s Plan REVARetour Vers I’Agriculturg a project to promote youth employment
through a “return to agriculture.”

Since 2006, the Spanish government has promotedremigration from Senegal through
its “hiring at the origin” scheme in order to discage pirogue migration. Every year, a fixed
quota of contracts is to be filled by Senegalesgkers. Contracts through this program are to
be allocated among both returnees and other yoaongl® who have not attempted pirogue
migration, so that aspiring migrants will be disdee from following the pirogue route. As
personnel at the Spanish Embassy in Dakar explathexlscheme has opened an “escape
valve” to counterbalance the repressive functiopaifolling. This opening is more likely to
provoke visible changes in a more immediate teram ttonger-term development projects
aimed at tackling the root causes of irregular atign.

While it is difficult to assess the effect of thieiring at the origin” initiative, many of my
informants were optimistic about its providing nemenues for legal emigration to Europe
and partly attributed the decrease in pirogue depes to the expectation awakened by this
scheme. If this initiative is successful, they megsit would no longer make sense to risk
one’s life through the pirogue journey.

The “hiring at the origin” scheme moreover appdarde significantly more appealing
than the Senegalese government's strategy to figdgular migration through the REVA
plan. This plan is aimed at deterring pirogue ntigra by offering “sufficiently
remunerating” employment in the agricultural seciacluding fishing (Senghor 2006). There
was a consistent disinterest towards this plan gmmoy informants. Much of it appeared to
arise from general distrust of government initiaivand the potential of the plan. My
informants justified their distrust by referring tbe administration’s failure to deliver its
promise of increased employment opportunities fautly, and by describing politicians as
“speaking much but doing little” and working foreih own interest. With respect to the plan
itself, informants said to have little information its content, and dismissed it as unlikely to
succeed — just as past similar plans — and in asg of little interest to them. The impression
that youth do not perceive a “return to agricultuas an alternative to the perceived benefits
of emigration has been corroborated elsewhere (B@7)2 Consequently, the Spanish
initiative to promote “hiring at the origin” is merlikely to influence attitudes towards
unauthorised migration by pirogue.
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The success of the Spanish “hiring at the orig#’'hiowever, constrained by the perceived
unfairness of the scheme. Most of my informantorga discontent about the management
of the contracts, on two grounds. Firstly, therestsxsome confusion as to who the contracts
should be assigned to, probably as a result ohfioignation or inconsistency in the portrayal
of this arrangement. Many of my informants wereeamithe impression that contracts are to
be solely distributed among those who have attedniite pirogue journey. As a result, they
complained about what they consider the unfaircalion of some of the contracts to people
who have never attempted the crossing to the Gamari

Secondly, there is growing scepticism towards tysesn through which contracts are
being distributed. Most informants reported rumotirat the contracts, instead of being
assigned through the stipulated lottery system,bareg sold or distributed on the basis of
nepotism or political interest. Such allegationséhalso appeared in the press (Kandji 2008).
My informants often argued that proper managemetiteoscheme would only come about if
the Spanish authorities themselves took chargdefassignment of contracts. Personnel at
the Spanish Embassy in Dakar, however, explaingdtiiey consider it more constructive to
assist the Senegalese government in developingdbessary infrastructure (for example a
national database of unemployed workers) so theat thay have the possibility to establish
similar cooperation schemes with other countrigh@future.

Promoting capacity building in this area at theelegf the Senegalese government is,
without doubt, an important contribution that magagly facilitate avenues for legal emigration
from Senegal. Besides, it might be difficult foetBpanish government to interfere with the
Senegalese authorities’ administration of the emi$t The relationship between the two
governments is complex and rests on mutual beaweditrespect for the other party’s interests.
As a result, even if the allegations of corruptiorthe distribution of contracts were found to
be true, the Spanish government might have lititerr for leveraging better management.

At the same time, mismanagement of the contraatsbeaextremely damaging to the
initiative’s aims. If aspiring migrants come to seas “another plan turned corrupt,” they will
stop regarding it as a realistic alternative t@gire migration. If unconvinced by the Spanish
scheme, my informants said, young people would lsiiysn again to the pirogues. Needless
to say, this would be counterproductive to Spargérests, and, most importantly, to the
security of aspiring migrants who might return ke pirogue or other high-risk unauthorised
migration route.

Concluding remarks: Kamikaze migrants?

This thesis has sought to contribute to the amalysithe dynamics of high-risk unauthorised
migration by focusing on the pirogue migration etrom West Africa to the Canary Islands.
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In doing so, it has explored, first, how high-rigkigration routes develop in relation to
migration control policies and practices; secondw haspiring migrants’ perceptions and
assessments of the risks involved in this migrafioom affect their decision to take part in it;
and third, how policies devised to curb unautharisegration affect its dynamics.

In order to answer the first research questioniggidhis thesis projectiow have new
routes of irregular maritime migration developedrt West Africa to the Canary Islands and
how have Spanish and European authorities resportdethese changes? have first
explored the relationship between the emergenteegbirogue route and the securitisation of
migration in Europe, and the new migration dynantihcg have developed as a result of this
new route to the Canary Islands. The growing Eumodecus on irregular immigration as a
security problem has led to the development of atign management policies that
emphasise control of unauthorised migration floweng external borders. Increased
surveillance of the Strait of Gibraltar and theteraroute from Morocco and Western Sahara
to the Canary Islands contributed significantlythe emergence of the pirogue route from
West Africa. Subsequent border control activitiemg the coasts of Mauritania and Senegal
further led to the emergence of departure poinfaraaway as Guinea-Bissau. The emergence
of the pirogue route represented, for migrants & migrate regularly, the creation of a
direct route linking sub-Saharan Africa with Europs it avoids the need to cross the desert,
the pirogue route appears to have been perceivesiiying migrants as an easier and safer
alternative than the long routes to Europe throNghth Africa. This would explain the peak
number of migrant arrivals to the Canary Island2®@6, coinciding with the emergence of
the pirogue route and its gradual shift towardseg§ah

The second research questiblgw does awareness of the risks of death or reaifect
the decision to attempt the pirogue crossihg@® been explored by resorting to psychological
theories of risk perception and risk-taking. Certaiigration control strategies such as risk
awareness campaigns are based on the assumptiam#uahorised migration decisions are a
result of missing or inaccurate risk informatiorheTanalysis of fieldwork material from
Senegal suggests that though high-risk migratiocistns are indeed mediated by the
availability of risk information, the relationshipetween information availability and
decision-making is not a linear one. Aspiring midga actively interact with the risk
information available to them, assessing its vglidtredibility, and relevance. Furthermore,
high-risk migration decisions are influenced byiasg migrants’ socio-economic situation,
the social and symbolic value attributed to pirogugration, the moral acceptability of the
risks involved, and the extent to which migrantscpeve themselves to be prepared to face
and control those risks, especially in relatiootioer migrants.
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Aspiring migrants’ risk assessments are thereforaptex and far from irrational. Still, it
may seem paradoxical that people would follow hygberilous migration routes even while
aware of the risks to which they subject themselVescing his perplexity at this paradox, a
General of the Spanish Guardia Civil on the Carsalgnds was quoted saying of pirogue
migrants: “they are like kamikaze terrorists, theye nothing to lose and everything to gain”
(Soudan 2007:22). As discussed in Chapter 4, alhgsof pirogue migration as “suicidal” are
not uncommon in Senegal, and might, not least, nmwaged by the slogan “Barca ou
barzakh” voiced by many pirogue migrants. Stilk tuggestion that pirogue migration is a
kind of suicidal action is outrageous to pirogugrants: it is an accusation of immorality (as
per the Qur'an’s prohibition of suicide) of an actito which migrants attribute high symbolic
and moral value. To many pirogue migrants, embarkin the journey to the Canary Islands
represents a courageous move to take one’s fuumne’'s hands, and step out of socio-
economic stagnation in order to become a respextall. Framed in a narrative of sacrifice
for their families, many migrants view facing theks of the journey as socially acceptable
and morally justifiable, not the least because gyn this path (trying to do good for one’s
family) is considered “an honourable death” andrtt@ment of death itself is determined by
God. The term kamikaze implies a suicidal actiame andertaken in the knowledge that the
sure outcome is death. Pirogue migrants are wiltngisk death in order to bring about
change to their lives, but as many of my informantssted, they are optimistic. They risk
because thepelievethey have a chance of succeeding; they would benikazes” if they
knew they had no possibility of surviving the joeyrand still attempted it. Migration control
strategies that deny the complexity of high-riskgration decisions, as risk awareness
campaigns often do, are likely to fail to addrdss migration form effectively.

The implications of failing to recognise the conxitie of high-risk migration decisions are
also highly significant for the last research qimsiguiding this thesisiAre policies that
increase the rates of apprehension likely to leachtdecrease in the number of crossing
attempts?”Restrictive border management practices, while thgght have some immediate
effect on curtailing unauthorised migration floviail to address the socio-economic factors
that drive these flows and migrants’ willingnessctmfront very high risks. As a result, not
only are they likely to fail to manage unauthorisadyration effectively, they might also
contribute to the emergence of longer, more dangeroutes, as migrants seek to avoid
detection. This would be counterproductive to thenhnitarian concerns of bodies such as
SIVE and Frontex with preserving the human safétyigrants.
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Appendixes

Appendixes

Appendix 1. Interview guide

This interview guide was translated to French angbkfied into a small, one-page keyword
map that | could use during interviews. Some ofdhestions are phrased in a way that is
relevant to aspiring pirogue migrants or piroguenmees, and were appropriately adapted for
interviews with those aspiring migrants who do want to migrate by pirogue.

Basic information
Age, profession, place of origin, education leVaily situation, Muslim brotherhood.

Life in Senegal
o Do you have a job? Is it enough to cover your espsf
o Do you have a big family? Do you have a wife anifdcen?

Motivations for emigrating
o Do you wish to emigrate?
o What makes you want to (not) go?
= Do your family or friends encourage you to migrate?
0 What ideas/expectations do you have of emigratiomge?
o Do you know many people who are there / have cam&What do they say? Do they
talk about the difficult times?
o What do you think life “without papers” in Europelike? What are the difficulties?
= How different would the conditions be from stayimgye?
= How easy/difficult do you think it is to get a jttere? Would the fact of not having
“papers” make any difference? Would you do jobsetlikat you would not here?
= How easy/difficult do you think it would be to imggeate there? Is there a specific
country where you think it would have been easdive?
= Do you think you would run into problems with thefzorities?
o Do you think it is possible to not succeed in E@®p
o Do you see any alternatives to migrating in ordeisticceed” in life?

Strategies for emigrating
o What do you think is the best/easiest way to gé&umpe?
o0 Have you tried applying for a visa?

=  How difficult is this?

87



Risk-taking in unauthorised migration

o Have you considered the land routes to North Aftica
o Would you go by pirogue?
= Do you know anyone who has? Have they told you athair experience? How does
this affect your will to go?
= What is your relationship to the sea? (work, exqere navigating, etc.)
= How difficult is it to join/arrange a pirogue jolay?
= What do you think about organisers? Are they “anrthigrant’s side,” or just there to
do business?
= How expensive is it? If you had to borrow moneyé&y the trip: would people have
lent you the money for other purposes, such astmggin a business in Senegal?
= Do you know that migrating by pirogue means you it have a legal status there?
= Do you know how migration by the pirogues beganaWWiappened in 2006?
= Have the pirogues made it easier to migrate?
=  Would you have tried to emigrate if the piroguei@pdid not exist?

Challenges/dangers of the pirogue journey
o What are, in your opinion, the challenges/dangéthepirogue journey?
o How likely is it that there could be an accident?
= What does it depend on? Is there any way to cotitre? Are the pirogues solid
enough?
= Did you know who would be taking charge of the gation?
= How do you find the itinerary?
o How were the cohabitation conditions?
o How likely do you think it is that you could die @iug the journey?
= Do you think it is possible to know how many diehe attempt?
= Do you know (of) others who have died? Is it talldsdut?
= What would happen if you died? What would be theseguences for your family?
= Are you afraid of the possibility of dying througltdhe journey? If not, do you
consider yourself exceptionally courageous, orljgstothers?
= To what extent is death determined by God or dg3tin
o Do you think it is worthwhile to risk your life fou are not living in extreme poverty?
o Did/would you do anything special to protect yolirbefore the journey?
= Did/would you go see marabou?
o If attempted pirogue migration, how was the actxgderience? Did it go as expected?
o What is your opinion of awareness campaigns?
= Do you think they reflect the reality of piroguegration?
= Have they had any effect on your opinion of pirogugration?

Apprehension and Repatriation
o How likely is it to be apprehended by patrols dgrihe journey?
= Can this be avoided? How?
o How likely is it to be repatriated after arriving the Canary Islands?
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= Can this be avoided? How?
= Did you have any ID documents on you when you left?
What do you think happens after arriving to the &grislands?
What is your opinion of apprehension/repatriation?
Have you heard stories of people who have beerebppded / repatriated?
Do you think apprehension and/or repatriation aa&ing it more difficult to reach the
Canary Islands by pirogue?
Do you think it is fair that Europe tries to prevgoung Africans from migrating?
= Are you frustrated/angry with someone? Whom?
= What do you think of the collaboration between S@aid Senegal?
= European countries are richer than African onesthare something you think they
should do to help African youth?
What do you think about the Spanish initiative it@ [people in Senegal and give them a
permit to work in Spain?
= Have you thought of applying?

Senegalese government

o

What do you think about the government’s attitumlpitogue migration?
= Are they preventing people from leaving by pirogue?
= Are they doing enough to help youth?
= What more can they do?

Questions for those who do not wish to migrate ibyque

(@)

(@)

Are you generally not interested in migrating, @wstjnot by pirogue?
What dissuaded you from migrating by pirogue?
Do you think the risk of pirogue migration is tog®
What kind of people do you think leave by pirogue?
= Are they not conscious of the risks?
= Are they willing to take the risks because theyehaw responsibilities?
= Are they simply very courageous or fearless?
What differentiates you from those who want to gglvogue?
» |s your situation in Senegal better than theirs?
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Appendix 2. List of interviewees

Pseudonym
Abdourahmane
Abou
Alioune
Amadou
Assane
Aziz
Babacar
Bocar
Cheikh
Elimane
Fodé
Ibrahima
Idrissa
Khadim
Lamine

Lat
Maguette
Mansour
Modou
Moussa
Moustapha
Ousmane
Ousseynou
Pape

Salif
Samba
Serigne
Souleymane
Thierno
Tidjane
Youssouf

Pirogue

Yes
No
No

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes
No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
No
No

Yes
No
No

Yes

Yes

Yes
No

Yes

Age

35
28
33
41
34
24
35
n/a
26
28
20
23
37
26
28
29
33
n/a
n/a
37
34
34
31
34
30
18
27
30
28
31
31
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Family status
Single

Married, children
Single

Married, children
Single

Single

Married, children
Married, children
Single

Married, children
Single

Divorced, one child

Single

Single

Single

Single

Single

Single

Married, children
Married, children
Single

Married

Married, children
Divorced
Married, children
Single

Single, one child
Single

Single

Married, children
Single

Profession
Fisherman
Multiple
Industry
Fisherman
Unemployed
Unemployed
Fisherman
Unemployed
Unemployed
Fisherman
Unemployed
Unemployed
Unemployed
Fisherman
Fisherman
Accountant
Construction
Fisherman
Multiple
Commerce
Multiple
Multiple
Fisherman
Industry
Businessman
Fisherman
Fisherman
Fisherman
Fisherman
Driver
Multiple
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Appendix 3. Nodes used for classifying fieldwork data

Free nodes

(In)dependence
Adventure
Ambitions
Challenge
Choice
Corruption
Courage
Credibility

Crime

Destiny

Dignity and Pride
Disappointment
Education
Fairness

Family

Fear

Frustration
Globalisation
Hope or lack of
Information
Livelihood/poverty
Luck

Manhood
Money
Motivation to emigrate
Quote

Religion
Responsibility
Sacrifice

Shame

Sharing stories
Social status
Solidarity
Solutions
Success

Suicide
Trust/confidence
Women

Work

Tree nodes

African problems
Europe’s responsibility

Countries
Europe
France
Gambia
Italy
Mauritania
Morocco
Spain

us

Death
Magnitude
Meanings

Deciding
Change

Emigration alternatives
Contracts/Spain
Desert/Morocco
Legal emigration
Marriage
Other
Pirogues

Evolution
Studies
Visa

Emigration in society
Opinions at home
Others’ emigration experience

Ideas of emigration
Acceptance of emigrants
Life in Europe

Irregular situation
Need for labour
Network
Papers

Journey perils and difficulties
Conflicts

Fatigue

Lack of food/water
Navigation
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Overcrowding
Psychological difficulty
Route/sea unreliability
Sickness

Technical problems
Weather

Witchcraft

Life in Senegal
Alternatives for future
Investing
Senegalese government
On youth
Spain collaboration
Staying

Pirogue journey

Date

Equipment

GPS

Itinerary

Life onboard
Organisers

Others’ pirogue stories
Planning

Price and paying

Risk-taking

Life experiences and risk perception

Relation to sea

Risk assessment

Risk awareness
Information campaigns

Risk minimisation
Amulets/Marabouts
Prayers
Weather forecast
Withholding ID

Self vs. Other

Spain/EU migration management
Logic

Mechanics

Post-arrival process

Repatriation

Surveillance



